
BREAKDOwN 2026 SCHEDULE

COACHES

STAy CONNECTED

DATE	 OPPONENT		  TIME/RESULT		  HISTORY
Aug. 27	 vs Northwestern College	       W 65-14	         WIU leads 1-0
Sept. 5	 vs Illinois State		        L 10-41	         ISU leads 53-52-3
Sept. 12	 at Wisconsin		        L 9-36		         UW leads 4-0
Sept. 19	 vs Morehead State	       W 59-2 	         WIU leads 2-0
Sept. 26	 at North Alabama	      	      L 20-23	         UNA leads 2-0
Oct. 3	 vs Tennessee State*	       W 29-21	         WIU leads 2-1
Oct. 17	 at SEMO* 		       L 30-40	         SEMO leads 4-0
Oct. 24	 vs UT Martin*		        3:00 pm	         UTM leads 3-0
Oct. 31	 at Charleston Southern*	       1:00 pm	         Series tied 1-1
Nov. 7	 at Eastern Illinois*	      	       2:00 pm	         WIU leads 42-23-4
Nov. 14	 vs Gardner-Webb*	      	       1:00 pm	         WIU leads 2-0
Nov. 22	 at Lindenwood*		        2:00 pm	         WIU leads 2-1
* - Ohio Valley Conference Associated Game

WESTERN ILLINOIS
Record (OVC)                                              3-4,  1-1	
Last Season	   4-8, 3-5
Last Game	 L 30-40, at SEMO
Head Coach	 Joe Davis
WIU Record	 11-19 (3rd Season)
Career Record	 11-19 (3rd Season)

UT MARTIN
Record (OVC)                   	 3-4, 2-0
Last Season (OVC)   	 6-6,  6-2
Last Game	 W 17-5, vs Gardner-Webb
Head Coach:                             	 Jason Simpson
Record at SEMO.:	 133-102 (21th Season)
Career Record	 133-102 (21st Season)

NOTES

8
WESTERN ILLINOIS (3-4, 1-1) VS UT MARTIN (3-4, 2-0)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2026 | 3:00 P.M. CT
MACOMB, IL | HANSON FIELD

TELEVISION ESPN+ 
RADIO Q 98.1 (Dr. Tom Cody & BJ Stone)
LIVE STATS GoLeathernecks.com

Head Coach: Joe Davis 
Associate Head Coach / Linebackers Coach: Brandon Kreczmer
Assistant Head Coach / Offensive Coordinator / Offensive Line 
Coach: Brad Wilson
Defensive Coordinator / Safeties Coach: Landon Fox
Special Teams Coordinator / Tight Ends Coach / Recruiting Coor-
dinator: Joshua Caraway
Defensive Pass Game Coordinator / CB Coach: Elven Walker IV
Wide Receivers Coach / NFL Liaison: Isaiah Washington
Defensive Run Game Coordinator / OLB Coach: Caleb Bonner
Defensive Line Coach: Austin Taylor
Defensive Quality Control: Kyle Stewart
Running Backs Coach / Director of Player Development: Jackson 
King
Offensive Quality Control / Assistant WR: Frankie Cannova
Offensive Graduate Assistant / Quarterbacks: Jake Ackman
Offensive Graduate Assistant / Offensive Line: Chris Irvin
Defensive Graduate Assistant / Assistant Defensive Backs: Ryan 
Kenar
Director of Recruiting Strategy and Scouting: Jared Sutton
Director of Player Personnel: Carson Bounds
Director of Football Operations: Grace Horton
Assistant Director for Sport Performance: Tim Warren

GAME NOTES

	 *  Western Illinois was picked 6th in the OVC Preseason Poll 

	 *Western Illinois brought in a Top-20 FCS transfer class
 
	 * Joe Davis enters his third season as head coach

	 *Western Illinois scored 65 points vs Northwestern College, the last time 
that was done was agaisnt Illinois State back in 2010

	 *WIU placed 11 players on the 2026 Phil Steele Preseason All-OVC Teams, 
including five First Team selections.

	 *This will be the fourth matchup that Western Illinois and SEMO will face 
agaisnt one another.

	 *Kennedy McGill won Co-Offensive POTW in Week 3 after his performance 
vs Morehead State. He went 25/31 and threw for 264 yards with 4 passing 
TD’s. He also rushed 88 yards and scored 1 rushing TD. 

	 *Kennedy McGill won Offensive POTW in Week 7 after perfomance vs 
SEMO. He scored 3 rushing TD’s. McGill also went 20/37 for 264 passing yards 
and rushed the ball for 183 yards.

	 *Ronan Culkin was named to the 2026 Fred Mitchell Award Midseason 
Watch List, recognizing 40 of the nation’s top placekickers for their 
performance on the field during the first half of the season. 
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MEDIA REQUESTS
To request an interview with head coach Joe Davis, or any 
WIU student-athlete, please contact Jhon Garcia (208-810-
6630, j-garcia24@wiu.edu) or Tyler Reams (509-885-2891, 
t-reams@wiu.edu). Please make all requests 24 hours in 
advance. The Athletic Communications department at 
Western Illinois will make every effort to arrange inter-
views with coaches and student-athletes. Thank you in 
advance.

Game Notes / Miscellaneous

WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY QUICK FACTS
Founded.......................................................................................................  1899
Enrollment..................................................................................................  5,337
Nickname..................................................................  Fighting Leathernecks
School Colors.......................................................................  Purple and Gold
Affiliation........................................................................  NCAA Division I FCS
Conference...................................................................................... Ohio Valley
Stadium......................................................................................... Hanson Field 
Capacity......................................................................................................12,368
University President ........................................................... Kristi Mindrupp
Interim Director of Athletics.........................................  Shelby Borchardt 
Faculty Athletics Representative....................................... Jeremy Robinett
Associate AD....................................................  Cameron Caldwell-Conner

FOOTBALL STAFF

Head Coach......................................................................................... Joe Davis
Offensive Coordinator/Offensive line................................... Brad Wilson
Defensive Coordinator................................................................Landon Fox
Linebackers........................................................................Brandon Kreczmer
Cornerbacks.............................................................................Elven Walker IV
Special teams/Tight ends..................................................Joshua Caraway
Wide Receivers................................................................. Isaiah Washington 
Running backs.............................................................................Jackson King
Defensive line.............................................................................. Austin Taylor
Outside Linebackers ................................................................Caleb Bonner
Graduate assistants........................... Jake Ackman, Chris Irvin, Ryan Kenar
Director of Football Operations..............................................Grace Horton
Athletic Trainer...................................................................................Lexi Ryan
Strength and Conditioning........................................................ Tim Warren

ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS 
Assistant AD of Athletic Communications.......................... Jhon Garcia
Main Football SID......................................................................... Jhon Garcia
2nd Football Contact..................................................................Tyler Reams
Cell Phone................................................................................... 208-810-6630
Cell Phone................................................................................... 509-885-2891
E-Mail................................................................................ j-garcia24@wiu.edu
E-Mail..................................................................................... t-reams@wiu.edu
Graduate Assistants................................Tyler Reams, Trent Mendenhall

HISTORY
First Year....................................................... 1903* (123nd year of football)
All-Time Record.................................................. 1,106 games: 556-533-37
Record at Hanson Field..................................................................246-151-7
MVFC Titles (Last)......................................................................................5 (2002)
NCAA Division I Playoff Appearances (Last)................................ 11 (2017)
Postseason Record......................................................................................7-11 

		     2026
			   Conf.		  Overall
Southeast Missouri	 2-0		  4-3
UT Martin		  2-0		  3-4
Lindenwood		  2-1		  2-4
Western Illinois	 1-1		  3-4
Eastern Illinois		 1-1		  2-5
Gardner-Webb	 1-2		  2-6
Charleston Southern	 0-2		  3-4
Tennessee State	 0-2		  2-5

Aug. 27	 vs Northwestern College 
Sept. 5		 vs Illinois State
Sept. 12	 at Wisconsin	
Sept. 19	 vs Morehead State 	
Sept. 26	 vs Northern Alabama	
Oct. 3		  at Tennessee Tech	
Oct. 17		 at SEMO		
Oct. 24		 vs UT Martin
Oct. 31		 at Charleston Southern	
Nov. 7		  at Eastern Illinois		
Nov. 14	 vs Gardner-Webb		
Nov. 21	 at Lindenwood	



Game Notes / Miscellaneous

RK	 TEAM.............................................. 2026	 PTS..........PREV.
1	 Tarleton St. (24)........................... 7-0	 648...................2
2	 Stephen F. Austin (2)................. 7-0	 623...................3
3	 Montana St................................... 6-1	 591...................5
4	 Youngstown St............................ 6-2	 567...................6
5	 South Dakota St.......................... 5-2	 520...................1
6	 South Dakota............................... 6-2	 491...................9
7	 Northern Arizona....................... 6-2	 482................ 10
8	 North Dakota............................... 6-2	 457................ 15
9	 Austin Peay................................... 6-2	 452................ 11
10	 Illinois St........................................ 5-2	 396................ 13
11	 Tennessee Tech........................... 6-1	 380................ 14
12	 Lehigh............................................ 6-1	 375...................4
13	 Mercer............................................ 6-2	 305................ 16
14	 Montana........................................ 5-3	 296...................7
15	 Lamar.............................................. 5-2	 288...................8
16	 Campbell....................................... 6-1	 265................ 18
17	 Harvard.......................................... 5-0	 264................ 17
18	 Monmouth (N.J.)......................... 5-2	 200................ 20
19	 Richmond...................................... 5-2	 152................ 22
20	 ETSU................................................ 5-2	 144................ 24
21	 UC Davis........................................ 4-3	 124................ 12
22	 Jackson St...................................... 6-1	 108............... NR
23	 West Florida.................................. 4-2	 57.................. NR
24	 Southeastern Louisiana........... 4-3	 39.................. NR
25	 South Carolina St........................ 5-2	 37.................. NR

Dropped Out: Colgate (19), Idaho St. (21), Yale (23), Northern Iowa 
(25)
 
Others Receiving Votes: ACU, 26; Northern Iowa, 24; Colgate, 18; 
Idaho St., 18; Princeton, 17; Bryant, 16; UAlbany, 15; Yale, 13; Weber 
St., 12; Cornell (N.Y.), 9; Wofford, 9; Morgan St., 5; Alabama A&M, 
2; Southeast Missouri St., 2; Central Connecticut St., 1; Delaware 
St., 1; Marist, 1.

RK	 TEAM.............................................. 2025	 PTS..........PREV.
1	 Tarleton State (49)...................... 7-0	 1417.................2
2	 Stephen F. Austin (4)................. 7-0	 1331.................3
3	 Montana State (3)....................... 6-1	 1285.................5
4	 Youngstown State (1)............... 6-2	 1234.................6
5	 South Dakota State.................... 5-2	 1181.................1
6	 North Dakota............................... 6-2	 1123.............. 11
7	 Northern Arizona....................... 6-2	 1082.................8
8	 South Dakota............................... 6-2	 1049.................9
9	 Austin Peay................................... 6-2	 916................ 12
10	 Illinois State.................................. 5-2	 823................ 13
11	 Lehigh............................................ 6-1	 809...................4
12	 Tennessee Tech........................... 6-1	 803................ 15
13	 Campbell....................................... 6-1	 721................ 16
14	 Montana........................................ 5-3	 682...................7
15	 Harvard.......................................... 5-0	 670................ 17
16	 Lamar.............................................. 5-2	 592................ 10
17	 Mercer............................................ 6-2	 544................ 18
18	 ETSU................................................ 5-2	 441................ 20
19	 Monmouth................................... 5-2	 335................ 23
20	 UC Davis........................................ 4-3	 284................ 14
21	 Northern Iowa............................. 3-3	 266................ 19
22	 Weber State.................................. 5-3	 179............... NR
23	 Southeastern Louisiana........... 4-3	 118............... NR
24	 Jackson State............................... 6-1	 116............... NR
25	 Richmond...................................... 5-2	 106............... NR

Dropped Out: Idaho State (21), Colgate (22), Morgan State 
(24), Yale (25)

Others Receiving Points (schools listed on two or more 
ballots): Abilene Christian (4-4, 3-0 UAC): 86; Princeton 
(4-1, 2-0 Ivy): 62; Idaho State (4-3, 1-3 Big Sky): 57; West 
Florida (4-2, 2-2 UAC): 45; Cornell (3-2, 1-1 Ivy): 39; 
South Carolina State (5-2, 0-0 MEAC): 35; Colgate (4-3, 
3-1 Patriot): 18; Houston Christian (4-3, 3-1 Southland): 
14; Morgan State (5-2, 0-0 MEAC): 12; Wofford (5-3, 3-2 
Southern): 10; Alabama A&M (6-2, 3-1 SWAC): 9; Bryant 
(5-2, 3-0 CAA) 9; UAlbany (4-3, 2-1 CAA): 5; Rhode Island 
(4-3, 1-2 CAA): 2

AFCA COACHES FCS TOP 25 STATS PERFORM FCS TOP 25



OVC 

October 24
Lindenwood vs Chicago State: 2:00pm
Eastern Illinois vs Southeast Missouri (SEMO) 2:00pm
Tennessee State vs Charleston Southern: 2:30pm
Western Illinois vs UT Martin: 3:00pm

OVC STANDINGS

			   Conf.		  Overall
Southeast Missouri	 2-0		  4-3
UT Martin		  2-0		  3-4
Lindenwood		  2-1		  2-4
Western Illinois	 1-1		  3-3
Eastern Illinois		 1-1		  2-5
Gardner-Webb	 1-2		  2-6
Charleston Southern	 0-2		  3-4
Tennessee State	 0-2		  2-5

OVC PRESEASON PICKS
2026 OVC Predicted Order of Finish

1. UT Martin (6) - 47

2. Southeast Missouri (1) - 38

3. Lindenwood – 37

4. Gardner-Webb – 30

5. Charleston Southern - 26

6. Western Illinois - 23

6. Eastern Illinois - 14

8. Tennessee State – 9

OVC Pre-season Offensive Player of the Year
Carson Gresock (RB), Gardner-Webb

OVC Pre-season Defensive Player of the Year
Steve Zayachkowsky. (LB), Charleston Southern

Western Illinois holds the distinction of being the only 
non-military institution to officially have its nickname 
derived from a branch of the military service. The 
school began use of the Marine Corps’ official nick-
name, “The Fighting Leathernecks”, in 1927 when 
then-athletic director and head baseball, basketball 
and football coach Ray “Rock” Hanson was granted 
permission by the U.S. Navy, based on his status as a 
Marine hero, to use the nickname.

One of a kind



Joe Davis became the 32nd Head Football Coach at 
Western Illinois University on December 10, 2023.

In 2025, Davis led the Leathernecks to a 4-8 record, 
including wins in three of their final four games. His 
eight wins through his first two seasons at WIU were 
the most for the program since the 2017-18 sea-
sons. The Leathernecks earned 10 All-OVC-Big South 
selections, including Offensive Freshman of the Year 
Cason Carswell, while junior Markell Holman led the 
conference in rushing.

Under Davis, WIU achieved the highest APR in pro-
gram history in 2025 and signed its second consecu-
tive nationally ranked recruiting class. In 2024, Davis 
led the Leathernecks to their most wins in a season 
since 2017 and a winning home record. WIU ranked 
first in the OVC-Big South in total offense, offensive 
touchdowns, first downs, third-down conversions, 
passing offense and offensive efficiency. Quarter-
back Nate Lamb ranked fourth nationally in total 
offense at 306.6 yards per game, while wide receiver 
Matt Henry earned multiple All-America honors.

Before joining Western Illinois, Davis served as Offen-
sive Coordinator and Quarterbacks Coach at Eastern 
Illinois in 2023, helping the Panthers to eight wins 
and a No. 24 national ranking. He previously spent 
four seasons at UAlbany, where his offenses broke 
21 school records and produced three All-Americans 
and six All-CAA selections. Davis also held coaching 
positions at Fordham, Northern Iowa, Shippensburg, 
Wheaton College, Wayne State and North Park.

At Northern Iowa in 2015, Davis helped lead the 
Panthers to the FCS quarterfinals and a No. 6 nation-
al ranking. The offense set a school record with 3,266 
rushing yards and produced two 1,000-yard rushers. 
At Fordham, he helped the Rams win eight games 
in 2016 while averaging 40.1 points and 498.2 yards 
per game.

A Brighton, Michigan native, Davis played quarter-
back at Adrian College, where he set eight school 
records and was a two-time team captain. He contin-
ued his playing career overseas and in the National 
Indoor Football League and Arena Football League 
before beginning his coaching career.

Davis earned a B.A. in communications from Adrian 
in 2002 and an M.A. in sports administration from 
Wayne State in 2005. He and his wife, Whitney, are 
the proud parents of daughters Zoey and Jolie.

head coach JOE DAVIS



quick facts

QUARTERBACKS
Cason Carswell, Tanner Zolnosky, Gage Sturgill, 

Kennedy McGill, Keller Stocks

RUNNING BACKS
Ihson E. Jackson-Anderson, Avery Knight, Josh Robinson

Ethan Bryce, Kaiden Stout, Calen Taylor

WIDE RECEIVERS
Israel Hiraldo, Quenton Rogers, Joel Salien

Jacob Kania, Cam Edwards, Morgan Quiri, Christian Anaya
Xavier Coleman, Lukas Gilland, Cornell Conely, Aric Johnson

Gavin Doellman, MarQuan Brewster, Maliq Givens-Smith
Sasha Summers, Chris Bouyer, Sheko Gjokaj

TIGHT ENDS
David Hargro, Sage Yazzie, Adrian Wynn, Dylan Drake

Carter Campbell, Jamarion Davis, Drew Leuckel

OFFENSIVE LINE
Ryan McCombs, Reese Womble, James Durand, Chris Perkins

Luke Fierke, Zac Price, Dorian Arguelles, Tyler Sulsberger
Luca Siamashvili, Deagan Hodgson, Oscar Poyser, Tre Webster

Dylan Leiggi, Tommy Lamberti, JJ Torres
Ethan Bunton, Raef Puyear

DEFENSIVE LINE
Cidney Johnson, Jalen Nicolas, David Dunston, Cody Moss

Davarein Stevenson, Elijah Kongolo, Jamesly Jean Louis
Jack Larson, Keshawn Harrington-McKinney, Tanner Phelps

John Toledo, Delaney Fludd, Steven Oberst

LINEBACKERS
Devon Anderson, Izzy Dobbins, Nick Reinicke

Kevin Washington Jr., Manny Howard, Joe Edwards
Jalen Camp, Kye Weinzierl, Deandre Smith, Isaac Beenders

Troy Mills, Aa’zoriyon Bonner, Anthony Stribling
LeBron Morgan, Justin Buckner

DEFENSIVE BACKS
Alexie Sangster, Elia Ofosu, Jouvenson Romulus, Drew Cormier 

Rodney McNeil, DonPaul Keith, Tysean Griffin, KJ Sleets, 
Chance Harrison, Christian Garrett, Brayden Hapner, Wilfred Coicou

Chris McBride, Braylen Taylor, Mekhi Newman,
Jake Kruger

KICKER/PUNTER
Ronan Culkin, Aidan Burgess, Kacper Lobas

LONG SNAPPER
Ben Bergfeld, Sean Weigand



2026 roster
Num	 Player			   Pos	 Ht	 Wt	 Cl	 Hometown/H.S./Previous School
0	 Alexie Sangster		  DB	 6-0	 200	 SR	 Bethlehem, PA / Freedom / Cal PA
1	 Devon Anderson		  LB	 6-2	 235	 SR	 Germantown, MD /  Northwest / CCSU
1	 Ihson E. Jackson-Anderson.	 RB	 5-10	 205	 SR	 Flint, MI / Grand Blanc / Wofford
2	 Elia Ofosu			   DB	 6-0	 200	 SO	 Vincenza, Italy / NFL Academy / Glenville State
2	 Avery Knight		  RB	 6-0	 200	 JR	 Chandler, AZ / Hamilton HS
3	 Aa’zoriyon Bonner		  OLB	 6-3	 200	 SO	 Sandusky, OH / Sandusky HS
3	 Israel Hiraldo		  WR	 6-0	 205	 SO	 Providence, RI / Mt. Pleasant / Post
4	 Quenton Rogers		  WR	 6’2	 190	 SO	 Mahomet, IL / Seymour / Eastern Illinois
4	 Izzy Dobbins		  LB	 5’11	 220	 SR	 Bethlehem, PA / Bethlehem Catholic / Bloomsburg
5	 Cason Carswell		  QB	 6’3	 195	 SO	 Mason, MI / Mason
5	 Anthony Stribling		  OLB	 6’	 225	 SO	 Pittsburgh, PA / Keystone Oaks / Seton Hill
6	 Josh Robinson		  RB	 6’1	 205	 JR	 Bolingbrook, IL / Bolingbrook / Lamar
6	 LeBron Morgan		  OLB	 6’	 195	 JR	 Atlanta, GA / Johns Creek / UT Martin
7	 Jouvenson Romulus		  DB	 6’2	 190	 SR	 Hyde Park, MA / Myrtle Beach Prep / Wagner
7	 Joel Salien			   WR	 6’	 185	 SO	 Miami, FL / Immaculata / LaSalle
8	 Jacob Kania		  WR	 6’1	 200	 JR	 Minneola, FL / Lake Minneola / Iowa Central
8	 Drew Cormier		  DB	 6’1	 200	 JR	 Burlington, CT / Choate / Bucknell
9	 Tanner Zolnosky		  QB	 5’11	 200	 JR	 Woodbury, MN / East Ridge
9	 Rodney McNeil		  DB	 5’11	 185	 JR	 Columbia, MO / Hickman
10	 Nick Reinicke		  LB	 6’3	 225	 JR	 Dike, IA / Dike-New Hartford / Iowa State
10	 Gage Sturgill		  QB	 6’	 185	 FR	 Fishers, IN / Fishers
11	 Cam Edwards		  WR	 6-4	 200	 JR	 Louisville, KY / Kentucky Country Day HS / Kentucky Country Day
11	 Justin Buckner		  OLB	 5’11	 205	 SO	 Chicago, IL / St. Rita
12	 DonPaul Keith		  DB	 6’1	 185	 SO	 River Rouge, MI / River Rouge
12	 Morgan Quiri		  WR	 6’4	 175	 SO	 Tuscson, AZ / Salpointe Catholic
13	 Tysean Griffin		  DB	 5’10	 175	 SO	 Chicago, IL / Morgan Park / Illinois
13	 Christian Anaya		  WR	 6-1	 195	 5th	 Chandler, AZ / Hamilton HS / Montana State
14	 Xavier Coleman		  WR	 6’1	 195	 FR	 New Lenox, IL / Providence Catholic
15	 KJ Sleets			   DB	 6’1	 190	 SR	 Oak Park, IL / OPRF / UW Whitewater
15	 David Hargro		  TE	 6’4	 240	 SR	 Forest City, NC / Thomas Jefferson / Mars Hill
16	 Lukas Gilland		  WR	 6’	 180	 SO	 Sandy Valley, OH / Sandy Valley / St. Francis
16	 Chance Harrison		  DB	 6’	 175	 JR	 Oxnard, CA / Rio Mesa / Colorado State
17	 Cidney Johnson		  DL	 6’4	 255	 SR	 Baltimore, MD / St. Paul / Merrimack
17	 Kennedy McGill		  QB	 6’1	 225	 5th	 Bothell, WA / North Creek / Central Washington
18	 Christian Garrett		  DB	 6’3	 205	 SR	 Washington, DC / St. Frances Academy / Delaware State
18	 Sage Yazzie			  TE	 6’5	 240	 SO	 Waukee, IA / Waukee
19	 Luke Droegemueller		  P	 6’1	 180	 SR	 Cumming, GA / East Forsyth / Concordia Wisconsin
19	 Keller Stocks		  QB	 6’2	 215	 FR	 Mt. Zion, IL / Mt. Zion
20	 Brayden Hapner		  DB	 6’	 185	 SR	 Palm Springs, CA / Palm Springs / Mt. Sac
21	 Jalen Nicolas		  DL	 6’3	 230	 SO	 Jersey City, NJ / St. Thomas More School	
23	 Aric Johnson		  WR	 6-1	 210	 JR	 Aurora, IL / Maple Park Kaneland HS
24	 Wilfred Coicou		  DB	 6’	 175	 FR	 West Palm Beach, FL / Palm Beach Gardens
25	 Chris McBride		  DB	 6’	 200	 FR	 Gurnee, IL / Warren Township
26	 Braylen Taylor		  DB	 6’3	 205	 FR	 Oklahoma City, OK / Choctaw
27	 Gavin Doellman		  WR	 6’3	 210	 FR	 Quincy, IL / Notre Dame
28	 Ethan Bryce		  RB	 5-10	 205	 JR	 Mishawaka, IN / Mishawaka HS
29	 Mekhi Newman		  DB	 6’1	 175	 FR	 Springfield, IL / Springfield
31	 Manny Howard		  LB	 6’1	 225	 JR	 Oswego, IL / Oswego East / St. Ambrose
32	 David Dunston		  DL	 6-3	 250	 SR	 New Castle, DE / William Penn HS / Lackawanna College
33	 Troy Garner		  DB	 6’2	 180	 FR	 Chicago Heights, IL / Bloom
34	 Kaiden Stout		  RB	 6’2	 185	 FR	 Rochester, IL / Rochester
35	 Jacob Kruger		  DB	 6-1	 190	 JR	 Ankeny, IA / Dowling Catholic HS
37	 Sam Knoll			   P	 6’2	 200	 JR	 Story City, IA / Roland-Story / NDSU
39	 Calen Taylor		  RB	 5’9	 190	 SO	 Normal, IL / Normal
40	 Joe Edwards		  LB	 6-2	 235	 SO	 Downers Grove, IL / North HS
41	 Ronan Culkin		  K	 6-2	 185	 JR	 Oak Lawn, IL / Brother Rice HS
43	 Jalen Camp		  LB	 5-10	 215	 5th	 San Francisco, CA Terra Nova City College of San Fransisco
44	 Kye Weinzierl		  LB	 6’1	 210	 FR	 Geneseo, IL / Geneseo
45	 Ben Bergfeld		  LS	 5-11	 225	 5th	 Davenport, IA / Davenport North HS / Ohio
47	 Adrian Wynn		  TE	 6-5	 235	 JR	 Jonesborough, TN / David Crockett HS
50	 Michael Forney		  OL	 6’4	 300	 SR	 Santa Clara, CA / Archbishop Mitty / Black Hills State
51	 Aidan Burgess		  K	 6’1	 190	 SO	 Dripping Springs, TX / Dripping Springs / Coffeyville
52	 Sean Weigand		  LS	 6’3	 210	 JR	 North Aurora, IL / West Aurora / Missouri State
53	 Cody Moss			  DL	 6’4	 290	 FR	 Rochester, IL / Glenwood
54	 Deandre Smith		  LB	 6’1	 220	 FR	 Chicago, IL / Morgan Park
55	 Ryan McCombs		  OL	 6’4	 310	 SO	 Jacksonville, IL / Jacksonville
58	 Isaac Beenders		  LB	 6’	 205	 FR	 Morton, IL / Morton
59	 Troy Mills			   LB 	 5-11	 240	 So.	 Anaheim, CA / Canyon HS / California Lutheran University
60	 Kacper Lobas		  K	 6-2	 200	 Fr.	 Summit, IL / Argo HS
61	 Reese Womble		  OL	 6-0	 270	 JR	 Henderson, NV / Slam /Aurora
62	 Davarein Stevenson		  DL	 6-3	 275	 JR	 Chicago, IL / Westinghouse / Lakeland
63	 James Durand		  OL	 6-4	 315	 SR	 Gilbert, AZ / Basha / Wisconsin
64	 Chris Perkins Jr.		  OL	 6-2	 300	 FR	 Bloomington, IL / Bloomington
65	 Luke Fierke			  OL	 6’4	 305	 FR	 Fort Dodge, IA / Fort Dodge
66	 Zac Price			   OL	 6’2	 300	 SO	 Charleston, IL / Charleston



2026 roster

Num	 Player			   Pos	 Ht	 Wt	 Cl	 Hometown/H.S./Previous School
67	 Dorian Arguelles		  OL	 6-4	 340	 SR	 Edwardsville, IL / Edwardsville HS
69	 Tyler Sulsberger		  OL	 6’7	 310	 SO	 Sloan, IA / Westwood
71	 Luca Siamashvili		  OL	 6-6	 340	 SO	 Lincolnshire, IL / Stevenson HS
72	 Deagan Hodgson		  OL	 6’6	 325	 JR	 Gresham, OR / Barlow / Feather River
73	 Oscar Poyser		  OL	 6’5	 315	 JR	 Loughborough, England / NFL Academy / Quincy
74	 Tre Webster		  OL	 6’4	 320	 JR	 Gaithersburg, MD / Montgomery / WV Wesleyan
75	 Dylan Leiggi		  OL	 6-6	 325	 SR	 Allentown, NJ / New York Military Academy / East Coast Prep
76	 Tommy Lamberti		  OL	 6-8	 320	 SO	 Vernon Hills, IL / Carmel Catholic HS
77	 JJ Torres			   OL	 6’4	 315	 SO	 Harrisburg, PA / Bishop McDevitt / Millersville
78	 Ethan Bunton		  OL	 6’5	 310	 JR	 Great Falls, MT / Great Falls / Redwoods
79	 Raef Puyear		  OL	 6’4	 300	 FR	 St. Louis, MO / Oakville
80	 Morgan Quiri		  WR	 6-5	 170	 FR	 Palatine, IL / Fremd
81	 Maliq Givens-Smith		  WR	 5’9	 170	 FR	 Normal, IL / Normal West
82	 Sasha Summers		  WR	 6-5	 220	 SO	 Arlington Heights, IL / St. Viator HS
83	 Chris Bouyer		  WR	 6’5	 205	 FR	 Liberty Township, OH / Lakota East
84	 Dylan Drake		  TE	 6-6	 255	 5th	 McKinney, TX / Prestonwood Academy / Heidelberg
85	 Carter Campbell		  TE	 6-2	 230	 SR	 Portsmouth, OH / Notre Dame HS / Ohio Wesleyan University
86	 Elijah Kongolo		  DL	 6-4	 235	 JR	 Long Island, NY / Half Hollow Hills West HS
87	 Sheko Gjokaj		  WR	 5’10	 180	 FR	 St. Charles, IL / St. Charles East
88	 Jamarion Davis		  TE	 6’2	 230	 SO	 Athens, GA / Clarke Central / Albany State
89	 Drew Leuckel		  TE	 6’3	 240	 FR	 Perryville, MO / Perryville
90	 Jamesly Jean Louis		  DL 	 6-5	 255	 SO	 Immokalee, FL / Immokalee HS
91	 Jack Larson			  DL	 6’2	 285	 SR	 Petaluma, CA / Casa Grande / Santa Rosa CC
92	 Keshawn Harrington-McKinney	 DL	 6-2	 305	 SR	 Rockford, IL / Harlem HS
95	 Tanner Phelps		  DL	 6’3	 270	 SR	 Greenfield, WI / Greenfield / Northern Illinois
96	 John Toledo		  DL	 5’11	 290	 SR	 Chicago, IL / Urban Prep / McKendree
97	 Delaney Fludd		  DL	 6’2	 275	 FR	 Oradell, NJ / Bergen Catholic / St. Thomas Moore
98	 Steven Oberst		  DL	 6-4	 305	 JR	 Jupiter, FL / Jupiter HS / Stetson University



depth chart

OFFENSE
QB		  #17 Kennedy McGill	 5th	 6-1	 225
		  #5 Cason Carswell	 So.	 6-3	 195

TB		  #1 Ihson Jackson-Anderson      5th	 5-10	 205
		  #6 Josh Robinson	 Jr.	 6-1	 205

TE		  #15 David Hargro	 Sr.	 6-4	 240
		  #84 Dylan Drake	 5th	 6-6	 255

WR		  #14 Xavier Coleman	 Fr.	 6-1	 195
		  #11 Cam Edwards	 Jr.	 6-4	 200
		
WR		  #13 Christian Anaya	 5th.	 6-1	 195
		  #16 Lukas Gilland	 So.	 6-0	 180

WR		  #8 Jacob Kania 	 Jr.	 6-1	 190
		  #3 Israel Hiraldo 	 So.	 6-0	 205

LT		  #69 Tyler Sulsberger	 So.	 6-7	 310
		  #74 Tre Webster	 Jr.	 6-4	 310

LG		  #55 Ryan McCombs	 So.	 6-4	 310
		  #72 Deagan Hodgson	 Jr.	 6-5	 325

C		  #55 Ryan McCombs	 So.	 6-4	 310
		  #50 JJ Torres	 So.	 6-4	 315

RG		  #75 Dylan Leiggi	 Jr.	 6-6	 325
		  #67 Dorian Arguellas	 Jr.	 6-4	 340

RT		  #63 James Durand	 Jr.	 6-4	 315
		  #76 Tommy Lamberti	 So.	 6-8	 320

SPECIAL TEAMS
P		  #19 Luke Droegemueller	 Sr.	 6-1	 180
		  #37 Sam Knoll		  So.	 6-2	 200
		
KO		  #41 Ronan Culkin		  Jr.	 6-2	 185
		  #51 Aidan Burgess		  So.	 6-1	 190
		
PK		  #41 Ronan Culkin		  Jr.	 6-2	 185
		  #60 Kacper Lobas		  So.	 6-2	 200

LS		  #45 Ben Bergfeld		  5th	 5-11	 225
		  #52 Sean Weigand		  Jr.	 6-3	 210

PR		  #7 Joel Salien		  So.	 6-0	 200
		  #13 Christian Anaya		  5th	 6-1	 185

KR		  #2 Avery Knight		  Jr.	 6-0	 200
		  #3 Israel Hiraldo		  So.	 6-0	 205

DEFENSE
DE	 #21 Jalen Nicolas	 So.	 6-3	 230
	 #53 Cody Moss	 Fr.	 6-4	 290

DE	 #17 CJ Johnson	 Jr.	 6-4	 255
	 #86 Elijah Kongolo	 Jr.	 6-4	 230

DT         #92 Keshawn Harrington-McKinney    Jr.   	 6-1   	 300
              #98 Steven Oberst	 Jr.	 6-4	 305

OLB	 #11 Justin Buckner	 So.	 5-11	 205
	 #40 Joe Edwards	 So.	 6-2	 240

OLB	 #6 Lebron Morgan	 5th	 6-0	 195
	 #3 Aa’Zoriyon Bonner	 So.	 6-3	 200

MLB	 #10 Nick Reinickie	 Jr.	 6-3	 225
	 #1 Devin Anderson	 Sr.	 6-2	 235
	
WLB	 #4 Izzy Dobbins	 Sr.	 6-3	 220
	 #31	 Kye Weinzierl	 Fr.	 6-1	 210

CB	 #12 DonPaul Keith	 So.	 6-1	 180
	 #9 Rodney McNeil Jr.	 Sr.	 5-11	 185

CB	 #20 Brayden Hapner	 Sr.	 6-0	 180
	 #15	 KJ Sleets	 Sr.	 6-1	 190

S	 #7 Jouvenson Romulus	 Sr.	 6-2	 190
	 #18 Christian Garrett	 Jr.	 6-3	 205

S	 #35 Jake Kruger	 Jr.	 6-1	 190
	 #0 Alexie Sangster	 Sr.	 6-0	 200



PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

#0 – Alexie Sangster | Sang-stir

#1 – Devon Anderson | Dev-in Anderson

#1 – Ihson E. Jackson-Anderson | Ha-sin Jackson Anderson

#2 – Avery Knight | AY-ver-ee NYTE

#2 – Elia Ofosu | Elly-uh O-foh-su

#3 – Aa’zoriyon Bonner | Uh-zor-ee-on Bonner

#3 – Israel Hiraldo | Is-ree-el Her-all-dough

#4 – Quenton Rogers | Quin-tin Rogers

#5 – Cason Carswell | Cay-son Cars-well

#5 – Anthony Stribling | Anthony Strib-ling

#6 – LeBron Morgan | Luh-bron Morgan

#6 - Josh Robinson | Josh Rob-in-son

#7 - Jouvenson Romulus | Joe-vin-sin Rom-you-lus

#7 – Joel Salien | Joe-el Say-lee-en

#8 – Jacob Kania | Jacob Cawn-yuh

#8 – Drew Cormier | Drew Core-me-ay

#9 – Tanner Zolnosky | Tanner Zol-nos-kee

#9 - Rodney McNeil | Rod-knee Mc-Neil

#10 – Nick Reinicke | Nick Rye-nick-ee

#10 – Gage Sturgill | Gage Stur-jill

#11 – Justin Buckner | Justin Buck-ner

#12 - Morgan Quiri | Morgan Kweer-ee

#13 – Christian Anaya | Christian Uh-ny-uh

#13 – Tysean Griffin | Ty-sean Griffin

#15 – David Hargro | David Har-grow

#16 – Lukas Gilland | Lucas Gill-end

#17 – Cidney Johnson | Sid-ney Johnson Jr

#18 – Sage Yazzie | Sage Yaz-ee

#19 – Luke Droegemueller | Luke Drag-uh-miller

#21 – Jalen Nicolas | Jalen-Nick-olis

#23 – Aric Johnson | Air-ick Johnson

#24 - Wilfred Coicou | Will-fred Coy-cou

#27 - Gavin Doellman | Gavin Doe-ll-man

#29 - Mekhi Newman | Muh-kye New-man

#32 – David Dunston | David Dun-stin

#35 - Jake Kruger | Jake Kru-ger

#39 – Calen Taylor | Cay-lin Taylor

#41 – Ronan Culkin | Row-nan Cull-kin

#44 - Kye Weinzieri | Key Wine-zir

#45 – Ben Bergfeld | Ben Berg-feld

#47 - Adrian Wynn | Adrian Win

#50 – Michael Forney | Michael For-nee

#51 - Aiden Burgess | Aid-in Burg-es

#52 – Sean Weigand | Sean Wee-gend

#56 – Ryan McCombs | Ryan muh-combs

#58 - Isaac Beenders | Isaac Bee-nders

#60 – Kacper Lobas | Cas-pur Low-bis

#62 – Davarein Stevenson | Duh-var-ee-uhn Stevenson

#63 – James Durand | James Dur-and

#65 - Luke Fierke | Luke Fear-kuh

#67 – Dorian Arguelles | Door-ree-uhn Are-way-is

#69 – Tyler Sulsberger | Tyler Suls-burg-er

#71 – Luca Siamashvili | Luka See-uh-mash-vee-lee

#74 – Tre Webster | Tre Web-ster

#75 – Dylan Leiggi | Dylan Lee-jee

#76 – Tommy Lamberti | Tommy Lam-ber-tee

#79 – Raef Puyer | Ray-fun Puyer



PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

#80 – MarQuan Brewster | Mar-kwan Brew-ster

#81 - Maliq Givens-Smith | Mah-lee-cuh Givens-Smith

#82 – Sasha Summers | Sah-shuh Summers

#83 - Chris Bouyer | Chris Boo-yer

#86 - Elijah Kongolo | Eli-juh Kon-go-lo

#87 – Sheko Glokaj | Shee-ko Glow-ka-juh

#89 - Drew Leuckel | Drew Leye-kel

#90 – Jamesly Jean Louis | James-lee Lew-is

#92 – Keshawn Harrington-McKinney | Key-shawn Hairing-ton 
Mi-kinney

#96 – John Toledo | John Tuh-lee-dough

#97 – Delaney Fludd | Duh-laney Fludd

#98 - Steven Oberst | Steven Oh-berst



RUSHING - TEAM
300 or more yards.................................................................................................................................................... 321 vs. Northwestern College, 2026
400 or more yards......................................................................................................................................................................459 at Missouri State, 2008
500 or more yards................................................................................................................................................................ 519 vs. St. Francis, 2007 (WIU)

RUSHING – INDIVIDUAL
100 or more yards...................................................................................................................................................183 - Kennedy McGill at SEMO, 2026
150 or more yards...................................................................................................................................................183 - Kennedy McGill at SEMO, 2026
200 or more yards...................................................................................................................................207 - Steve McShane at Eastern Illinois, 2016
250 or more yards................................................................................................................................. 273 - Herb Donaldson at Missouri State, 2008
300 or more yards................................................................................................................................314 - Herb Donaldson vs. Missouri State, 2007
2 players with 100 yards........................................................................................................................N. Watson (109), C. Ray (106) vs. Butler, 2012
Rushed 20 or more times........................................................................................................................................... 27 - Kennedy McGill at SEMO, 2026
Rushed 25 or more times........................................................................................................................................... 27 - Kennedy McGill at SEMO, 2026
Rushed 30 or more times.......................................................................................................................33 - Markel Holman at Gardner-Webb, 2025
Rushed 35 or more times............................................................................................................................. 49 - Markell Holman vs. Valparaiso, 2025
Run of 50 or more yards.................................................................................................... 66 - Ihson E. Jackson-Anderson vs. Morehead St., 2026
Run of 60 or more yards.................................................................................................... 66 - Ihson E. Jackson-Anderson vs. Morehead St., 2026
Run of 70 or more yards..................................................................................................................75 - Steve McShane vs. Youngstown State, 2018
Run of 80 or more yds..................................................................................................................................80 - Devon Sanders at Coastal Carolina, 2017
Rush 3 or more TDs......................................................................................................................................................3 - Kennedy McGill at SEMO, 2026
Rush 4 or more TDs....................................................................................................................... 6 – Herb Donaldson vs. Indiana State, 2006 (WIU)

PASSING - INDIVIDUAL
250 or more yards..................................................................................................................................................264 - Kennedy McGilll at SEMO, 2026
300 or more yards............................................................................................................................................ 327 - Cason Carswell at UT Martin, 2025
350 or more yards....................................................................................................................... 375 - Cason Carswell vs Charleston Southern 2025
400 or more yards..........................................................................................................................................564 - Nathan Lamb at Lindenwood, 2024
500 or more yards..........................................................................................................................................564 - Nathan Lamb at Lindenwood, 2024
550 or more yards..........................................................................................................................................564 - Nathan Lamb at Lindenwood, 2024
Attempted 50 or more passes....................................................................................................51- Cason Carswell vs Charleston Southern 2025
Completed 25 or more passes............................................................................................................. 25  - Kennedy McGilll vs Morehead St., 2026
Completed 30 or more passes..................................................................................................34  - Cason Carswell vs Charleston Southern 2025
Completed 40 or more passes..................................................................................................................... 42 - Nathan Lamb at Lindenwood, 2024 
Completed 75% or higher (min. 20 att.).....................................................................................80.9% - Kennedy McGilll vs Morehead St., 2026
Completed 80% or higher (min. 20 att.).....................................................................................80.9% - Kennedy McGilll vs Morehead St., 2026
Pass of 50 or more yards......................................................................................................................62 - Kennedy McGill at. North Alabama, 2026
Pass of 60 or more yards......................................................................................................................62 - Kennedy McGill at. North Alabama, 2026
Pass of 70 or more yards..................................................................................................................................... 74 - Nathan Lamb vs. McKendree, 2024
Threw 3 or more TD passes.......................................................................................................................4 - Kennedy McGilll vs Morehead St., 2026

RECEIVING - INDIVIDUAL
100 or more yards...........................................................................................................................117 - Jackson-Anderson at North Alabama, 2026
150 or more yards.......................................................................................................................................226 - Matthew Henry at Lindenwood 2024
200 or more yards......................................................................................................................................226 - Matthew Henry at Lindenwood, 2024
2 players w/ 100 yards........................................................................ 226 - Matthew Henry at Lindenwood; Eli Aragon 132 at Lindenwood 2024 
Caught 7 or more passes............................................................................................................................................. 7 - Tristin Duncan vs SEMO, 2025
Caught 10 or more passes..................................................................................................................... 10 - Markell Homan vs Charleston Southern
Caught 2 or more TDs...................................................................................................................................2 - David Harhro at North Alabama, 2026
Caught 3 or more TDs........................................................................................................................................3 - Naseim Brantley at UT Martin, 2022

(WIU) = Western Illinois single-game record

THE LAST TIME



the last time

TOTAL OFFENSE - TEAM
500 yards total offense.............................................................................................................................................................................533 at SEMO, 2026
600 yards total offense............................................................................................................................................................... 714 at Lindenwood, 2024
700 yards of total offense.......................................................................................................................................................... 714 at Lindenwood, 2024
80-plus plays......................................................................................................................................................................................80 vs Tennesse St., 2026
85-plus plays......................................................................................................................................................................................94 at Illinois State, 2024
90-plus plays......................................................................................................................................................................................94 at Illinois State, 2024
100-plus plays............................................................................................................................................................................... 101 at Indiana State, 2011
40-plus minutes time of possession..................................................................................................................................40:40 at Indiana State, 2011
More than 10 minutes advantage TOP...........................................................................................................12:50 vs Northwestern College, 2026
More than 15 minutes advantage TOP....................................................................................................................... 15:34 vs. Tennessee Tech, 2024
Held to minus rushing yards....................................................................................................................................... minus-7 at Southern Utah, 2023
Was held to 100 or fewer total yards................................................................................................................................................ 44 at Missouri, 2011
99-yard scoring drive.................................................................................................................................................(11 plays/TD) at Illinois State, 2015

OFFENSE YARDAGE - INDIVIDUAL
200 pass yards/100 rush yards (Same player).....................................................Kennedy McGill (264 passing/183 rushing) at SEMO, 2026
200 pass/100 rush yards (2 players).....................................................Cason Carswell (203)/Markell Holman (129) at Gardner-Webb, 2025
100 rush/100 receive yards (2 players)........................................................................ Demari Davis 104/Markell Holman 118 vs. SEMO, 2025
300 or more Total Offense.......................................................................................................................................447 - Kennedy McGill at SEMO, 2026
250 or more All-Purpose....................................................................................................................... 271 - Steve McShane vs. Missouri State, 2018

SCORING - TEAM
40-plus points....................................................................................................................................................................59 vs. Morehead St. (59-2), 2026
50-plus points....................................................................................................................................................................59 vs. Morehead St. (59-2), 2026
60-plus points............................................................................................................................................... 65 vs. Northwestern College (65-14), 2026
70-plus points...................................................................................................................................................................98 vs. Cheney (98-7), 2004 (WIU)
Shutout an opponent...............................................................................................................................................................45-0 at Indiana State, 2017
Was held scoreless................................................................................................................................................ 0-63 vs. Southern Illinois, 10/28/2023

SCORING – INDIVIDUAL
Scored 4 or more TDs.................................................................................................................. .6 – Herb Donaldson vs. Indiana State, 2006 (WIU)
Scored 5 or more TDs................................................................................................................... 6 – Herb Donaldson vs. Indiana State, 2006 (WIU)
Accounted for 5 or more TDs....................................................................................................................5 - Kennedy McGill vs Morehead St., 2026
Kicked 4 or more FG............................................................................................................................5 – Taylor Rowan vs. South Dakota State, 2007
Kicked a 50-plus yard FG.........................................................................................................................................53 - Antonio Chada vs. SEMO, 2025
Kicked Game-Winning FG...............................................................................................................Mason Laramie (20) at Youngstown State, 2021
Kicked 5 or more ExP.......................................................................................................................................7 - Ronan Culkin, vs. Morehead St., 2026
Kicked 8 or more ExP....................................................................................................................... 8 - Ronan Culkin vs Northwestern College, 2026
Recorded a 2-point conversion......................................................................................................................Kennedy McGill vs Tennessee St., 2026

GIVEAWAYS/TAKEAWAYS
Did not commit a turnover............................................................................................................................................................................. vs SEMO, 2025
Recorded 3 or more takeaways...................................................................................................................................................3 vs Tennessee St., 2026
Recorded 4 or more takeaways............................................................................................................................................................4 at Montana, 2018
Recorded 5 or more takeaways............................................................................................................................................. 5 at Southern Illinois, 2016
Recorded 7 or more takeaways......................................................................................................................................................... 9 vs. Hampton, 2013
Committed 3 or more turnovers............................................................................................................................... 3 vs Northwestern College, 2026
Committed 5 or more turnovers............................................................................................................................................ .5 vs. Southern Utah, 2022
Recorded 2 or more defensive TDs.................................................................................................................................................. 3 vs. Hampton, 2013
Returned an INT for TD......................................................................................................................... Jake Kruger vs Tennessee St. (43 yards), 2026
Returned a fumble for TD.............................................................................................. Lebron Morgan (38 yds) vs. Northwestern College, 2026
Recovered fumble in endzone for TD........................................................................................................... Eric Carrera at Northern Arizona, 2017
Scored a Defensive PAT.....................................................................................................Mayo Bola (block), Fredrik Greenhoward (Return), 2014
Allowed a Defensive PAT......................................................................................................................................................................vs. Ilinois State, 2018

(WIU) = Western Illinois single-game record



the last time

DEFENSE - TEAM
Held opponent to 50 or fewer rush yds............................................................................................................................28 at North Alabama., 2026
Held opponent to 100 or fewer pass yds.......................................................................................................................... .90 vs. Eastern Illinois, 2025
Held opponent to 200 or fewer total yds.............................................................................................................................. 77 vs Morehead St, 2026
Held opponent to 10 or fewer pass completions................................................................................................................7 vs. Morehead St., 2026
Recorded a safety.............................................................................................................................................................................. at Northern Iowa, 2018
Allowed a safety.................................................................................................................................................................................. .vs Morehead St., 2026
Recorded 5.0 or more Sacks..................................................................................................................................................... 5.0 vs Morehead St., 2026
Recorded 10.0 or more TFL.....................................................................................................................................................11.0 vs Morehead St., 2026
Recorded 10 or more Pass Break-Ups........................................................................................................................................................10 at UNI, 2015

DEFENSE – INDIVIDUAL
Recorded 2 or more INT.................................................................................................................... 2 - Jake Kruger vs Northwestern College, 2026
Recorded 2 or more fumble recoveries........................................................................................................................2 - Brett Taylor at Illinois, 2015
Recorded 15 or more tackles...................................................................................................................................15 - Justin Buckner at SEMO, 2026
Recorded 20 or more tackles............................................................................................................. 23 - Darius Joiner at Youngstown State, 2021
Recorded 25 or more tackles........................................................................................................ 28 - Brett Taylor vs. South Dakota, 2017 (T-WIU)
Recorded 10 or more solo tackles..........................................................................................................................10 - Justin Buckner at SEMO, 2026
Recorded 15 or more solo tackles..............................................................................................................15 - Brett Taylor vs. Northern Iowa, 2016
Recorded 2 or more sacks................................................................................................................... 2.0 - Justin Buckner vs vs Morehead St., 2026
Recorded 4 or more TFL...........................................................................................................................4.0 - Christian Pierce at Tennessee St., 2025

SPECIAL TEAMS
Returned punt for a TD..............................................................................................................................Steve McShane (58 yds) vs. Montana, 2018
Gave up a punt return for TD...............................................................................................................................Cedric Miller of Missouri State, 2013
Blocked a punt and scored a TD............................................Jared Drake (Block), Herschel Blankenship (Return) at North Alabama, 2019
Gave up blocked punt for TD......................................................................................................................................................at. North Alabama, 2026
Returned a kickoff for a TD............................................................................................................ Tony Tate (95 yards) vs. Youngstown State, 2021
Gave up a kickoff return for TD...................................................................................................................Malik Flowers (95 yds) of Montana, 2018
Blocked a punt.......................................................................................................................................................... Ethan Ladd vs. Eastern Illinois, 2025
Blocked a field goal............................................................................................................................. .Khalen Saunders vs. North Dakota State, 2016
Blocked an extra point...................................................................................................................................... DJ Taylor at Eastern Washington, 2025
Blocked extra point return for score...................................... Mayo Bola (block), Fredrik Greenhoward (return) at Northern Illinois, 2024 
Had a punt blocked...................................................................................................................... ..................................................at North Alabama, 2026
Had a field goal blocked.........................................................................................................................................................................  at UT Martin, 2025
Had a field goal block return for score...........................................................................................................................................at Illinois State, 2024
Punted 10 or more times...................................................................................................................................................... 10 - at North Alabama, 2026
Had a punt of 60-plus yards..............................................................................................62 - Luke Droegemueller at Eastern Washington, 2025
Had a punt of 70-plus yards.................................................................................................................. 86 - Jared Campbell vs. Missouri State, 2023
Totaled 100-plus punt return yds..................................................................................................................106 – Ashlee Frazier at Ball State, 2000
Totaled 100-plus kickoff return yds................................................................................................... .116 - Chikala Warden Jr. vs Valparaiso, 2025
Did not punt in a game......................................................................................................................................................................vs. Lindenwood, 2023

(WIU) = Western Illinois single-game record



2026 Statistics

2026-27 Western Ill. Football
Combined Team Statistics

All games
Page 1/3

as of Oct 20, 2026

Team Results
Date Opponent Score Att.

08/27/2026 Northwestern (IA) W 65-14 2353
09/05/2026 Illinois St. L 10-41 2716
09/12/2026 at Wisconsin L 9-36 65274
09/19/2026 Morehead St. W 59-2 3151
09/26/2026 at North Ala. L 20-23 9872

* 10/03/2026 Tennessee St. W 28-21 2563
* 10/17/2026 at Southeast Mo. St. L 30-40 3276

Rushing
Player gp att gain loss net avg td lg avg/g

Kennedy McGill 7 130 759 79 680 5.2 8 49 97.1
Ihson E. Jackson-Anderson 7 47 280 10 270 5.7 2 66 38.6
Avery Knight 6 29 143 2 141 4.9 1 15 23.5
Josh Robinson 7 25 90 8 82 3.3 0 13 11.7
Ethan Bryce 5 12 56 0 56 4.7 0 7 11.2
Tanner Zolnosky 5 4 50 0 50 12.5 0 21 10.0
Jacob Kania 7 2 31 0 31 15.5 0 18 4.4
Luke Droegemueller 7 1 29 0 29 29.0 1 29 4.1
Israel Hiraldo 6 2 19 0 19 9.5 0 12 3.2
David Hargro 7 2 17 0 17 8.5 0 14 2.4
Gage Sturgill 2 1 8 0 8 8.0 1 8 4.0
Cason Carswell 4 4 3 15 -12 -3.0 1 3 -3.0
Team 7 1 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0.0

Total 7 260 1485 114 1371 5.3 14 66 195.9
Opponents 7 240 1048 193 855 3.6 11 72 122.1

Passing
Player gp effic comp-att-int pct yds td lg avg/g

Kennedy McGill 7 136.0 125-200-4 62.5 1491 9 62 213.0
Cason Carswell 4 132.5 22-34-1 64.7 259 1 47 64.8
Tanner Zolnosky 5 0.0 0-3-0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0
Gage Sturgill 2 480.4 1-1-0 100.0 6 1 6 3.0

Total 7 135.2 148-238-5 62.2 1756 11 62 250.9
Opponents 7 109.4 105-206-7 51.0 1285 8 51 183.6

Receiving
Player gp no. yds avg td lg avg/g

Ihson E. Jackson-Anderson 7 22 292 13.3 2 62 41.7
Christian Anaya 5 18 270 15.0 0 59 54.0
Jacob Kania 7 18 182 10.1 0 45 26.0
David Hargro 7 17 214 12.6 3 49 30.6
Xavier Coleman 7 16 197 12.3 0 36 28.1
Josh Robinson 7 12 86 7.2 0 18 12.3
Israel Hiraldo 6 9 90 10.0 1 26 15.0
Aric Johnson 7 7 82 11.7 1 35 11.7
Avery Knight 6 7 94 13.4 0 55 15.7
Cam Edwards 5 5 60 12.0 0 23 12.0
Petey Tucker 5 5 42 8.4 0 14 8.4
Tanner Zolnosky 5 3 60 20.0 1 32 12.0
Lukas Gilland 5 3 28 9.3 1 20 5.6
Sage Yazzie 5 2 40 20.0 0 41 8.0
Sasha Summers 6 2 9 4.5 1 6 1.5
Jamarion Davis 6 1 7 7.0 1 7 1.2
Jalen Nicolas 7 1 3 3.0 0 3 0.4

Total 7 148 1756 11.9 11 62 250.9
Opponents 7 105 1285 12.2 8 51 183.6

Game Records
Record Overall Home Away Neutral

ALL GAMES 3-4 3-1 0-3 0-0
CONFERENCE 1-1 1-0 0-1 0-0
NON-CONFERENCE 2-3 2-1 0-2 0-0

Team Statistics
WIU OPP

First Downs 157 118
Rushing 69 44
Passing 79 59
Penalty 9 15

Rushing Yardage 1371 855
Rushing attempts 260 240
Average per rush 5.3 3.6
Average per game 195.9 122.1
TDs Rushing 14 11

Passing Yardage 1756 1285
Comp-Att-Int 148-238-5 105-206-7
Average per pass 7.4 6.2
Average per catch 11.9 12.2
Average per game 250.9 183.6
TDs Passing 11 8

Total offense 3127 2140
Average per play 6.3 4.8
Average per game 446.7 305.7

Kick returns: #-Yards 18-321 18-461

Punt returns: #-Yards 17-185 10-98

Int returns: #-Yards 7-93 5-43

Fumbles-Lost 6-2 7-4

Penalties-Yards 48-473 30-245

Punts-Avg 31-39.7 39-44.7

Time of possession / game 31:49 28:11

3rd-down conversion 37/100 32/94

4th-down conversion 10/18 2/7

PAT-attempts (24-25) 96% (17-18) 94%

2-point conversion-attempts (1-2) 50% (1-3) 33%

Interceptions
Player no. yds avg td lg

Jake Kruger 3 61 20.3 1 43
DonPaul Keith 2 32 16.0 0 31
Christian Garrett 1 0 0.0 0 0
Jouvenson Romulus 1 0 0.0 0 0

Total 7 93 13.3 1 43
Opponents 5 43 8.6 0 20



2026 STATISTICS
2026-27 Western Ill. Football

Combined Team Statistics
All games
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Field Goals
Player fg pct. 01-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 lg blk
Ronan Culkin 11-13 84.6 0-0 5-5 6-6 0-1 0-1 37 0
Opponents 10-10 100.0 0-0 3-3 2-2 3-3 2-2 54 0

Scoring
PAT

Player td fg kick rush rcv pass dxp saf pts
Ronan Culkin - 11-13 23-24 - - - - - 56
Kennedy McGill 8 - - 1 - - - - 50
Ihson E. Jackson-Anderson 4 - - - - - - - 24
David Hargro 3 - - - - - - - 18
LeBron Morgan 1 - - - - - - - 6
Jake Kruger 1 - - - - - - - 6
Aric Johnson 1 - - - - - - - 6
Tanner Zolnosky 1 - - - - - - - 6
Avery Knight 1 - - - - - - - 6
Jamarion Davis 1 - - - - - - - 6
Luke Droegemueller 1 - - - - - - - 6
Cason Carswell 1 - - - - - - - 6
Sasha Summers 1 - - - - - - - 6
Israel Hiraldo 1 - - - - - - - 6
Lukas Gilland 1 - - - - - - - 6
Gage Sturgill 1 - - - - - - - 6
Kacper Lobas - - 1-1 - - - - - 1
Total 27 11-13 24-25 1 0 0 0 0 221
Opponents 21 10-10 17-18 0 1 1 0 1 177

Score by Periods
Team 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT TOT
Western Ill. 44 57 61 59 0 221
Opponents 64 36 39 38 0 177

Punting
Player no. yds avg lg tb fc i20 50+ blk
Luke Droegemueller 28 1189 42.5 64 4 7 7 3 0
Kennedy McGill 1 43 43.0 43 0 0 1 0 0
Team 2 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Total 31 1232 39.7 64 4 7 8 3 2
Opponents 39 1745 44.7 72 3 4 10 10 0

Punt Returns
Player no. yds avg td lg
Joel Salien 10 116 11.6 0 43
Jacob Kania 3 48 16.0 0 31
Maliq Givens 1 12 12.0 0 12
Sheko Gjokaj 3 9 3.0 0 7
Total 17 185 10.9 0 43
Opponents 10 98 9.8 2 37

Kick Returns
Player no. yds avg td lg
Ihson E. Jackson-Anderson 12 227 18.9 0 41
LeBron Morgan 2 38 19.0 0 20
Aa'zoriyon Bonner 2 19 9.5 0 15
Josh Robinson 1 23 23.0 0 23
Israel Hiraldo 1 14 14.0 0 14
Total 18 321 17.8 0 41
Opponents 18 461 25.6 0 42

All Purpose
Player g rush rcv pr kr ir total avg/g
Ihson E. Jackson-Anderson 7 270 292 0 227 0 789 112.7
Kennedy McGill 7 680 0 0 0 0 680 97.1
Christian Anaya 5 0 270 0 0 0 270 54.0
Jacob Kania 7 31 182 48 0 0 261 37.3
Avery Knight 6 141 94 0 0 0 235 39.2
David Hargro 7 17 214 0 0 0 231 33.0
Xavier Coleman 7 0 197 0 0 0 197 28.1
Josh Robinson 7 82 86 0 23 0 191 27.3
Israel Hiraldo 6 19 90 0 14 0 123 20.5
Joel Salien 6 0 0 116 0 0 116 19.3
Tanner Zolnosky 5 50 60 0 0 0 110 22.0
Aric Johnson 7 0 82 0 0 0 82 11.7
Jake Kruger 7 0 0 0 0 61 61 8.7
Cam Edwards 5 0 60 0 0 0 60 12.0
Ethan Bryce 5 56 0 0 0 0 56 11.2
Petey Tucker 5 0 42 0 0 0 42 8.4
Sage Yazzie 5 0 40 0 0 0 40 8.0
LeBron Morgan 7 0 0 0 38 0 38 5.4
DonPaul Keith 7 0 0 0 0 32 32 4.6
Luke Droegemueller 7 29 0 0 0 0 29 4.1
Lukas Gilland 5 0 28 0 0 0 28 5.6
Aa'zoriyon Bonner 7 0 0 0 19 0 19 2.7
Maliq Givens 2 0 0 12 0 0 12 6.0
Sasha Summers 6 0 9 0 0 0 9 1.5
Sheko Gjokaj 5 0 0 9 0 0 9 1.8
Gage Sturgill 2 8 0 0 0 0 8 4.0
Jamarion Davis 6 0 7 0 0 0 7 1.2
Jalen Nicolas 7 0 3 0 0 0 3 0.4
Cason Carswell 4 -12 0 0 0 0 -12 -3.0
Total 7 1371 1756 185 321 93 3726 532.3
Opponents 7 855 1285 98 461 43 2742 391.7

Total Offense
Player g plays rush pass total avg/g
Kennedy McGill 7 330 680 1491 2171 310.1
Ihson E. Jackson-Anderson 7 47 270 0 270 38.6
Cason Carswell 4 38 -12 259 247 61.8
Avery Knight 6 29 141 0 141 23.5
Josh Robinson 7 25 82 0 82 11.7
Ethan Bryce 5 12 56 0 56 11.2
Tanner Zolnosky 5 7 50 0 50 10.0
Jacob Kania 7 2 31 0 31 4.4
Luke Droegemueller 7 1 29 0 29 4.1
Israel Hiraldo 6 2 19 0 19 3.2
David Hargro 7 2 17 0 17 2.4
Gage Sturgill 2 2 8 6 14 7.0
Total 7 498 1371 1756 3127 446.7
Opponents 7 446 855 1285 2140 305.7
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Team Defense
Tackles Sacks Pass defense Fumbles blkd

## Player gp ua a tot tfl/yds no-yds int-yds brup qbh fr-yds ff kick saf
10 Nick Reinicke 7 24 32 56 8.5-29 2-13 . 2 8 . 1 . .
6 LeBron Morgan 7 23 25 48 5.5-27 2-20 . 4 2 2-38 . . .
11 Justin Buckner 7 31 14 45 4-11 3-9 . . 9 . . . .
4 Antonio Dobbins 7 14 15 29 5-20 1-13 . . . . . . .
18 Christian Garrett 7 21 7 28 1-1 . 1-0 3 1 . . . .
17 Cidney Johnson 7 10 18 28 5-21 1.5-13 . . 3 1-0 . . .
35 Jake Kruger 7 12 14 26 . . 3-61 2 . . . . .
12 DonPaul Keith 7 15 4 19 . . 2-32 3 1 . . . .
3 Aa'zoriyon Bonner 7 10 9 19 3.5-16 1-11 . 1 2 . . . .
20 Brayden Hapner 7 14 5 19 1-1 . . 3 . . . . .
1 Devon Anderson 7 8 5 13 . . . . . . . . .
7 Jouvenson Romulus 5 9 4 13 . . 1-0 1 . 1-0 1 . .
21 Jalen Nicolas 7 6 4 10 3-21 1-12 . . 5 . . . .
90 Jamesly Jean Louis 7 3 7 10 3.5-15 2-12 . 1 3 . . . .
86 Elijah Kongolo 7 3 3 6 1-1 . . . . . . . .
16 Chance Harrison Jr. 3 3 2 5 1-1 . . . . . . . .
53 Cody Moss 6 3 2 5 1-1 . . . . . . . .
2 Elia Ofosu 6 2 2 4 . . . . . . . . .
13 Tysean Griffin 5 2 2 4 . . . . . . . . .
40 Joe Edwards 4 . 4 4 1-4 0.5-3 . 1 4 . . . .
0 Alexie Sangster 6 2 1 3 . . . . . . . . .
8 Drew Cormier 5 1 2 3 . . . . . . . . .
5 Anthony Stribling 6 1 2 3 1-1 1-1 . . . . . . .
98 Steven Oberst 7 1 2 3 . . . . . . . . .
92 Keshawn Harrington-McKinney 6 . 2 2 . . . . . . . . .
32 David Dunston 2 2 . 2 . . . . . . . . .
44 Kye Weinzierl 5 2 . 2 . . . . . . . . .
14 Xavier Coleman 7 2 . 2 . . . . . . . . .
24 Wilfred Coicou 3 1 1 2 . . . . . . . . .
17 Kennedy McGill 7 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
9 Rodney McNeil Jr. 3 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
14 Kevin Washington Jr. 1 . 1 1 . . . . . . . . .
3 Israel Hiraldo 6 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
54 Deandre Smith 3 . 1 1 . . . . . . . . .
26 Braylen Taylor 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
15 KJ Sleets 3 1 . 1 . . . . . . 1 . .
41 Ronan Culkin 7 . . . . . . . . . . . .

Totals 7 230 190 420 45-170 15-107 7-93 21 38 4-38 3 0 0
Opponents 7 284 208 492 28-126 10-70 5-43 30 19 2-0 3 3 1



STARTERS

OFF. OL OL OL OL OL WR WR WR/TE TE QB RB

NW 
(IOWA)

Sulsberger McCombs Forney Leiggi Durand Anaya Johnson Edwards Hargro Carswell Robinson

ILL ST. Sulberger McCombs Forney Leiggi Durand Anaya Johnson Tucker Hargro Carswell Jackson
-Anderson

WIS Sulsberger McCombs Forney Leiggi Durand Tucker Johnson Kania Hargro Carswell Jackson
-Anderson

MOR ST. Sulsberger McCombs Forney Leiggi Durand Tucker Johnson Kania Hargro Carswell Jackson
-Anderson

UNA Sulsberger McCombs Forney Leiggi Durand Tucker Johnson Kania Hargro McGill Jackson
-Anderson

TSU Sulsberger McCombs Forney Leiggi Durand Tucker Johnson Kania Hargro McGill Jackson
-Anderson

SEMO Sulsberger McCombs Forney Leiggi Durand Anaya Coleman Kania Hargro McGill Jackson
-Anderson

UTM Sulsberger McCombs Forney Leiggi Durand Anaya Coleman Kania Hargro McGill Jackson
-Anderson

CSU

EIU

GWU

LIN

DEF. DE DE DT OLB OLB MLB WLB CB CB S S

NW 
(IOWA)

Johnson Dunston Harrington
-Mckinney

Buckner Bonner Reinickie Anderson Griffin Hapner Romulus Kruger

ILL ST. Johnson Dunston Harrington
-McKinney

Buckner Morgan Reinickie Anderson Griffin Hapner Romulus Kruger

WIS Johnson Nicolas Harrington
-McKinney

Buckner Morgan Reinickie Anderson Griffin Hapner Romulus Kruger

MOR ST. Johnson Nicolas Harrington
-McKinney

Buckner Morgan Reinickie Anderson Griffin Hapner Romulus Kruger

UNA Johnson Nicolas Harrington
-McKinney

Buckner Morgan Reinickie Anderson Keith Hapner Garrett Kruger

TSU Johnson Nicolas Harrington
-McKinney

Buckner Morgan Reinickie Anderson Keith Hapner Garrett Kruger

SEMO Johnson Nicolas Harrington
-McKinney

Buckner Morgan Reinickie Dobbins Keith Hapner Romulus Kruger

UTM Johnson Nicolas Harrington
-McKinney

Buckner Morgan Reinickie Dobbins Keith Hapner Romulus Kruger

CSU

EIU

GWU

LIN




