
SCHEDULE • RESULTS
DATE	 OPPONENT	 TV	 TIME (MT)
NOVEMBER
Nov. 3	 Western New Mexico	 ESPN+	 W, 73-66
Nov. 7	 at No. 15 Gonzaga	 ESPN Unlimited	 L, 68-109
Nov. 12	 at UTEP	 MW+	 7 p.m.
Nov. 15	 vs. San Diego State#	 TBA	 1:30 p.m.
Nov. 19	 UTEP	 ESPN+	 7 p.m.
Nov. 22	 vs. Robert Morris^	 TBA	 12:30 p.m.
Nov. 24	 vs. Ohio^	 TBA	 9 a.m.
Nov. 28	 Denver	 ESPN+	 1 p.m.
DECEMBER
Dec. 5	 at New Mexico	 CW	 12:15 p.m.
Dec. 9	 at Saint Mary’s	 ESPN+	 7 p.m.
Dec. 15	 Pacific	 ESPN+	 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 17	 University of the Southwest	 ESPN+	 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 21	 Nelson (AZ)	 ESPN+	 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 31	 FIU	 ESPN+	 2 p.m.
JANUARY
Jan. 2	 Missouri State	 ESPN+	 2 p.m.
Jan. 7	 at Western Kentucky	 ESPN+	 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 9	 at Middle Tennessee	 ESPN+	 4 p.m.
Jan. 14	 Jax State	 ESPN+	 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 16	 Kennesaw State	 ESPN+	 2 p.m.
Jan. 23	 Sam Houston	 ESPN+	 2 p.m.
Jan. 28	 at Delaware	 ESPN+	 5 p.m.
Jan. 30	 at Liberty	 ESPN+	 2 p.m.
FEBRUARY
Feb. 4	 Middle Tennessee	 ESPN+	 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 6	 Western Kentucky	 ESPN+	 2 p.m.
Feb. 11	 at Kennesaw State	 ESPN+	 5 p.m.
Feb. 13	 at Jax State	 ESPN+	 5 p.m.
Feb. 20	 at Sam Houston	 ESPNU	 Noon
Feb. 25	 Liberty	 ESPN+	 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 27	 Delaware	 ESPN+	 1 p.m.
MARCH
March 4	 at Missouri State	 ESPN+	 6 p.m.
March 6	 at FIU	 ESPN+	 Noon

2026-27 CUSA Basketball Championship
March 9	 First Round$	 TBA	 TBA
March 10	 Second Round$	 TBA	 TBA
March 11	 Quarterfinals$	 TBA	 TBA
March 12	 Semifinals$	 TBA	 TBA
March 13	 Championship$	 TBA	 TBA

All times MOUNTAIN & subject to change
# - Compete 4 Cause Classic (Oceanside, Calif.)
^ - Jacksonville Classic (Jacksonville, Fla.)
* - Conference USA Game
$ - CUSA Tournament (Huntsville, Ala. - Propst Arena)
Home games listed in BOLD

THE JOURNEY

40 miles
Pan American Center to Don Haskins Center  

AGGIES	 CATEGORY	 MINERS
1-1	 RECORD 	 1-1
0-0	 CONFERENCE RECORD	 0-0
L1	 STREAK	 W1
1-1	 LAST 5	 1-1
1-1	 LAST 10	 1-1
70.5	 SCORING OFFENSE	 77.5
87.5	 SCORING DEFENSE	 72.0
- 17.0	 SCORING MARGIN	 +5.5
42.5%	 FG PERCENTAGE	 44.1%
47.7%	 OPP. FG PERCENTAGE	 44.7%
31.4%	 3FG PERCENTAGE	 32.2%
38.3%	 OPP. 3FG PERCENTAGE	 22.9%
5.5	 3FG MADE PER GAME	 9.5
87.0%	 FT PERCENTAGE	 57.1%
20.0	 FTs MADE PER GAME	 12.0
31.5	 REBOUNDS PER GAME	 35.0
-6.5	 REBOUNDING MARGIN	 -0.5
9.5	 ASSISTS PER GAME	 16.5
14.5	 TURNOVERS PER GAME	 8.5
-4.5	 TURNOVER MARGIN	 6.0
0.66	 ASSIST/TURNOVER RATIO	 1.94
5.5	 STEALS PER GAME	 8.5
2.0	 BLOCKS PER GAME	 1.5

BY THE NUMBERS

23 NCAA TOURNAMENT APPEARANCES | 21 CONFERENCE TITLES | 10 WAC TOURNAMENT TITLES | NINE ALL-AMERICANS | 115 ALL-CONFERENCE SELECTIONS
NM STATE AGGIE BASKETBALL 

2026 | 2027

• Facebook | NM State Men’s Basketball | 
• X | @NMStateMBB | 

• Instagram | @NMStateMBB | 
• Website | NMStateSports.com | 

Sports Information Director....................... Gabe Garza
Email..........................................gabgarza@nmsu.edu
Office Phone........................................575-646-2756
Cell Phone...........................................956-223-8615

MEDIA RELATIONS

GAME THREE
NM STATE AGGIES AT UTEP MINERS

Thursday, Nov. 12, 2026 • 7:00 p.m. MT • El Paso, Texas • Don Haskins Center

FOLLOW THE ACTION
WATCH | MW+
PxP | Andy Morgan Color | Hooper Vint 

LISTEN | Zia Country 99.5 FM/Varsity App
PxP | Russ Langer Color | NA

STATS | utepminers.com

NEXT GAME
NM State vs. San Diego State

Oceanside, Calif. | Frontwave Arena
Sunday, Nov. 15 | 1:30 p.m. MT

NM STATE QUICK FACTS
Name..............................New Mexico State University
Location..........................................Las Cruces, N.M.
Enrollment.....................................................14,779
Founded...........................................................1888
Nickname....................................................... Aggies
School Colors................................Crimson and White
Affiliation............................................NCAA Division I
Conference............................ Conference USA (CUSA)
President.........................................Dr. Valerio Ferme
Director of Athletics.....................................Joe Fields
.........................................................(@JoeFieldsAD)
Senior Women’s Administrator.......................Molly Tye
.............................................................(@4MsMolly)
Faculty Athletics Representative......... Kevin Melendrez
.................................................(@KMelendrezNMSU)
Athletic Department Phone....................575-646-1658

Record	 1-1
CUSA	 0-0
Home	 1-0
Away	 0-1
Neutral	 0-0
Streak	 L1
NET	 --
KenPom	 138

	 1-1	 Record
	 0-0	 MWC
	 1-0	 Home
	 0-0	 Away
	 0-1	 Neutral
	 W1	 Streak
	 --	 NET
	 175	 KenPom

Head Coach	 Jason Hooten (Tarleton, ‘93)
Career Record	 308-220 (17th) 
Record at NM State	 47-51 (4th)
Leading Scorer	 Lavrenov (18.0)
Leading Rebounder	 Lavrenov (7.0)

Joe Golding (Abilene Christian, ‘99)	 Head Coach
240-228 (16th)	 Career Record
82-84 (6th)	 Record at UTEP
McDaniels (19.0)	 Leading Scorer
Traore (8.5)	 Leading Rebounder

OVERALL....................................................................... 45-48
IN LAS CRUCES............................................................. 27-19
IN SPOKANE.................................................................. 18-29
NEUTRAL........................................................................... 0-0
STREAK.............................................................................W1
LAST 5.............................................................................. 2-3
LAST 10............................................................................ 6-4
LAST MEETING................................. W, 67-63 (Feb. 21, 2026)
LAST NM STATE WIN......................................... Feb. 21, 2026
LAST UTEP WIN.................................................. Feb. 7, 2026
FIRST MEETING....................................L, 52-70 (Dec. 1, 1981)

SERIES HISTORY

NOTABLES
• Head Coach Jason Hooten is in his fourth 
season at the helm of the Aggies.

• Thursday marks the 94th all-time meeting 
between NM State and UTEP, with the Miners 
holding a 48-45 series advantage. The Aggies 
won the most recent matchup, defeating UTEP 
67-63 on the road on February 21, 2026.

• NM State features 12 newcomers alongside 
two returning contributors from the 2025-26 
squad. Gabe Pickens and Jae’Coby Osborne are 
the only players on this year’s roster who have 
previously suited up for the Aggies.

• Eight of the 12 newcomers bring Division I 
experience, including preseason All-CUSA se-
lection DJ Dudley. The LA Tech transfer earned 
Third Team All-CUSA honors with the Bulldogs 
last season.

• Mark Levillain was one of 94 players nationally 
to record a double-double on opening night and 
carried that momentum into game two, leading 
the Aggies with 19 points against No. 15 Gon-
zaga. Through the opening week, Levillain leads 
NM State in scoring (18.0 ppg) and rebounding 
(7.0 rpg).

LAST GAME’S STARTING FIVE
NO.	 NAME	 POS.	 HT.		  CL.	 HOMETOWN	 GP-GS	 PPG	 RPG	 MPG

0	 DJ DUDLEY	 G 	 6-3		  Sr.	 Okinawa, Japan	 2-2	 16.0	 3.0	 28.5

1	 GABE PICKENS	 G	 6-0		  Jr.	 Phoenix, Ariz.	 2-2	 3.0	 2.0	 24.0	

4	 JAE’COBY OSBORNE	 F	 6-6		  Jr.	 Navasota, Texas	 2-2	 8.0	 3.5	 33.5	

24	 LEO LEVILLAIN	 F	 6-9		  So.	 Montpellier, France	 2-2	 4.0	 4.0	 11.5

32	 MARK LAVRENOV	 F	 6-8		  So.	 Rocklin, Calif.	 2-2	 18.0	 7.0	 28.0
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12,307 Aggie fans filled the Pan American Center to encourage NM State to a 71-61 victory over 
Grand Canyon on Jan. 29, 2022. This marked the second-largest home crowd in the last four years.

COACHING STAFF
Head Coach................................................. Jason Hooten
Alma Mater................................................ Tarleton, 1993
Record at NM State..........................47-51 (Fourth season)
Career Record (NCAA only)............. 308-220 (17th season)
Twitter.........................................................@CoachJHoot
Office Phone.............................................. 575-646-1447
Associate Head Coach.................Preston Laird (Memphis, ‘12)
Email/Twitter................... plaird@nmsu.edu/@coach_plaird
Office Phone.............................................. 575-646-5252
Assistant Coach.......Brandon Barnes (CSU Bakersfield, ‘14)
Email/Twitter.......bbarnes5@nmsu.edu/@CoachBarnesTwo
Office Phone.............................................. 575-646-1646
Assistant Coach..............Jevon Mamon (Barat College, ‘04)
Email/Twitter.............jmamon@nmsu.edu/@Coach_Mamon
Office Phone.............................................. 575-646-7390
Assistant Coach........ Isaiah Brooks-Sena (New Mexico, ‘21)
Email/Twitter..................... ibs42@nmsu.edu/@i_brooks42
Office Phone.............................................. 575-646-4989
Director of Operations.. Bryce Bordeaux (East Carolina, ‘24)
Email/Twitter........ bryceb02@nmsu.edu/@bryce_bordeaux
Graduate Assistant...................Ryan Pomeroy (NM State, ‘26)
Strength & Conditioning Coach...........Todd Forcier (Washington State)
Athletic Trainer............................................Sarah Navarro

NO.	 NAME	 HT.	 POS.	 YR.	 HOMETOWN | HIGH SCHOOL | PREVIOUS SCHOOL
0	 DJ Dudley	 6-3	 G	 Sr.	 Okinawa, Japan | LA Premier Prep | LA Tech | Hutchinson CC | Rider
1	 Gabe Pickens	 6-0	 G	 Jr.	 Phoenix, Ariz. | Dream City Christian
2	 Omarr Smith	 6-4	 G	 So.	 Baltimore, Md. | City College
3	 Caden Deffebaugh	 6-5	 G	 Fr.	 Frisco, Texas | Frisco Memorial
4	 Jae’Coby Osborne	 6-6	 F	 Jr.	 Navasota, Texas | Bella Vista Prep
5	 Jachai Cantave	 6-1	 G	 Fr.	 Houston, Texas | Atascocita HS
7	 KK Robinson	 6-0	 G	 Gr.	 Little Rock, Ark. | Oak Hill Academy (Va.) | Little Rock | Arkansas | Texas A&M
11	 DeLan Grant	 6-2	 G	 Fr.	 Los Angeles, Calif. | Sierra Canyon HS
13	 Jermaine Washington	 6-1	 G	 Jr.	 Hemet, Calif. | Rancho Verde HS
15	 Adrame Diongue	 7-0	 C	 Sr.	 Dakar, Senegal | AZ Compass Prep
20	 Stephon Payne	 6-9	 F	 5th	 Jacksonville, Fla. | Andrew Jackson HS | Seton Hall | Jacksonville | Incarnate Word
21	 Gabe Warren	 6-6	 G	 Sr.	 Plano, Texas | John Paul II HS | Holy Cross | Rice
24	 Leopold Levillain	 6-9	 F	 So.	 Montpellier, France | Cholet Basket | Long Beach State
30	 Phoenix Woodson	 6-8	 F	 Fr.	 Edmond, Okla. | Dynamic Prep
32	 Mark Lavrenov	 6-8	 F	 So.	 Rocklin, Calif. | Rocklin HS

Head Coach: Jason Hooten (Tarleton, ‘93) | Fourth Season	
Associate Head Coach: Preston Laird (Memphis, ‘12) | Third Season
Assistant Coach: Brandon Barnes (CSU Bakersfield, ‘14) | First Season
Assistant Coach: Jevon Mamon (Barat College, ‘04) | First Season
Assistant Coach: Isaiah Brooks-Sena (New Mexico, ‘21) | First Season
Basketball Operations: Bryce Bordeaux (East Carolina, ‘24) | First Season
Graduate Assistant: Ryan Pomeroy (NM State, ‘26) | First Season
Strength & Conditioning Coach: Todd Forcier (Washington Stater) | First Season
Athletic Trainer: Sarah Navarro | First Season
Media Relations: Gabe Garza | First Season

PAN AMERICAN CENTER
Year Opened.................................................... 1968 (Fall)
Capacity...............................................................12,572
Record in the Pan American Center............. 673-166 (.819)
Press Row Telephone Number..................... 575-646-3400

3 | Cade DEFFEBAUGH (DEF-eh-baw)
4 | JAE’COBY (jay-kobe) Osborne
5 | JACHAI (ja-ky) CANTAVE (CAN-tave)
11 | DELAN (deh-LAN) Grant

QUICK FACTS

2026-27 ROSTER | NUMERICAL

2026-27 ROSTER | ALPHABETICAL

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

TEAM INFORMATION
2025-26 Overall Record.................................................................................... 17-15 (.531, 9-6 H, 8-6 A, 0-3 N)
2025-26 CUSA Record/Finish.................................................................................10-8 (.556, 4-5 H, 6-3 A)/5th
2025-26 CUSA Tournament................................................................................................................0-1 (0-1 N)
2025-26 NCAA Tournament......................................................................................................................... N/A
2025-26 Final Ranking............................................................................................................................ NR/NR
Starters Returning/Lost................................................................................................................................2/3
Newcomers.................................................................................................................................................... 11
First Season of Basketball...............................................................................................1904-05 (114 seasons)
All-Time Record...................................................................................................................1,666-1,168-2 (.590)
All-CUSA Record...............................................................................................................................30-34 (.468)
WAC Titles...........................................................................Seven (2008, 2015, 2016, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2022)
WAC Tournament Titles................................................................. 10 (2007, 2010, 2012-15, 2017-19, 2021-22)
NCAA Tournament Appearances/Record.................................................................................. 23/8-25* (.242)
NIT Appearances/Record..............................................................................................................Six/5-6 (.455)
NAIA Appearances/Record..........................................................................................................Four/5-4 (.000)

15 | ADRAME (uh-drama) DIONGUE (djong)
20 | STEPHON (stef-ON) Payne
24 | LEOPOLD (lee-uh-pold) LEVILLAIN (leh-vee-YON)
32 | Mark LAVRENOV (LAV-rih-nov)

NO.	 NAME	 HT.	 POS.	 YR.	 HOMETOWN | HIGH SCHOOL | PREVIOUS SCHOOL
5	 Jachai Cantave	 6-1	 G	 Fr.	 Houston, Texas | Atascocita HS
3	 Caden Deffebaugh	 6-5	 G	 Fr.	 Frisco, Texas | Frisco Memorial
15	 Adrame Diongue	 7-0	 C	 Sr.	 Dakar, Senegal | AZ Compass Prep
0	 DJ Dudley	 6-3	 G	 Sr.	 Okinawa, Japan | LA Premier Prep | LA Tech | Hutchinson CC | Rider
11	 DeLan Grant	 6-2	 G	 Fr.	 Los Angeles, Calif. | Sierra Canyon HS
32	 Mark Lavrenov	 6-8	 F	 So.	 Rocklin, Calif. | Rocklin HS
24	 Leopold Levillain	 6-9	 F	 So.	 Montpellier, France | Cholet Basket | Long Beach State
4	 Jae’Coby Osborne	 6-6	 F	 Jr.	 Navasota, Texas | Bella Vista Prep
20	 Stephon Payne	 6-9	 F	 5th	 Jacksonville, Fla. | Andrew Jackson HS | Seton Hall | Jacksonville | Incarnate Word
1	 Gabe Pickens	 6-0	 G	 Jr.	 Phoenix, Ariz. | Dream City Christian
7	 KK Robinson	 6-0	 G	 Gr.	 Little Rock, Ark. | Oak Hill Academy (Va.) | Little Rock | Arkansas | Texas A&M
2	 Omarr Smith	 6-4	 G	 So.	 Baltimore, Md. | City College
21	 Gabe Warren	 6-6	 G	 Sr.	 Plano, Texas | John Paul II HS | Holy Cross | Rice
13	 Jermaine Washington	 6-1	 G	 Jr.	 Hemet, Calif. | Rancho Verde HS
30	 Phoenix Woodson	 6-8	 F	 Fr.	 Edmond, Okla. | Dynamic Prep
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BY POSITION
GUARD | 9 | Jachai Cantave, Caden Deffebaugh, 
DJ Dudley, DeLan Grant, Gabe Pickens, KK 
Robinson, Omarr Smith, Gabe Warren, Jermaine 
Washington
FORWARD | 5 | Mark Lavrenov, Leopold Levillain, 
Jae’Coby Osborne, Stephon Payne, Phoenix 
Woodson
CENTER | 1 | Adrame Diongue

BY CLASS
GRADUATE | 2 | Stephon Payne, KK Robinson
SENIORS | 3 | Adrame Diongue, DJ Dudley, Gabe 
Warren 
JUNIORS | 3 | Jae’Coby Osborne, Gabe Pickens, 
Jermaine Washington
SOPHOMORE | 2 | Mark Lavrenov, Leopold 
Levillain
FRESHMEN | 5 | Jachai Cantave, Caden 
Deffebaugh, DeLan Grant, Omarr Smith, Phoenix 
Woodson

BY HEIGHT
6-0 | 2 | Gabe Pickens, KK Robinson
6-1 | 2 | Jachai Cantave, Jermaine Washington  
6-2 | 1 | DeLan Grant
6-3 | 1 | DJ Dudley
6-4 | 1 | Omarr Smith 
6-5 | 1 | Caden Deffebaugh 
6-6 | 2 | Jae’Coby Osborne, Gabe Warren
6-8 | 2 | Mark Lavrenov, Phoenix Woodson
6-9 | 2 | Leopold Levillain, Stephon Payne
7-0 | 1 | Adrame Diongue

BY STATE
ARIZONA | 1 | Gabe Pickens
ARKANSAS | 1 | KK Robinson
CALIFORNIA | 3 | DeLan Grant, Mark Lavrenov, 
Jermaine Washington 
FLORIDA | 1 | Stephon Payne
MARYLAND | 1 | Omarr Smith
MARYLAND | 1 | Phoenix Woodson
TEXAS | 4 | Jachai Cantave, Caden Deffebaugh, 
Jae’Coby Osborne, Gabe Warren

BY COUNTRY
FRANCE | 1 | Leopold Levillain
JAPAN | 1 | DJ Dudley
SENEGAL | 1 | Adrame Diongue

ROSTER BREAKDOWN

NO.	 POS.	NAME	 HT.	 YR	 HOMETOWN | HIGH SCHOOL | PREVIOUS SCHOOL
0	 G	 DJ Dudley	 6-3	 Sr.	 Okinawa, Japan | LA Premier Prep | LA Tech | Hutchinson CC | Rider
3	 G	 Caden Deffebaugh	 6-5	 Fr.	 Frisco, Texas | Frisco Memorial
5	 G	 Jachai Cantave	 6-1	 Fr.	 Houston, Texas | Atascocita HS
7	 G	 KK Robinson	 6-0	 Gr.	 Little Rock, Ark. | Oak Hill Academy (Va.) | Little Rock | Arkansas | Texas A&M
11	 G	 DeLan Grant	 6-2	 Fr.	 Los Angeles, Calif. | Sierra Canyon HS
13	 G	 Jermaine Washington	6-1	 Jr.	 Hemet, Calif. | Rancho Verde HS
15	 C	 Adrame Diongue	 7-0	 Sr.	 Dakar, Senegal | AZ Compass Prep
20	 F	 Stephon Payne	 6-9	 5th	 Jacksonville, Fla. | Andrew Jackson HS | Seton Hall | Jacksonville | Incarnate Word
21	 G	 Gabe Warren	 6-6	 Sr.	 Plano, Texas | John Paul II HS | Holy Cross | Rice
24	 F	 Leopold Levillain	 6-9	 So.	 Montpellier, France | Cholet Basket | Long Beach State
30	 F	 Phoenix Woodson	 6-8	 Fr.	 Edmond, Okla. | Dynamic Prep
32	 F	 Mark Lavrenov	 6-8	 So.	 Rocklin, Calif. | Rocklin HS

NO.	 POS.	 NAME		  GP/GS	 MIN/G	 FG-FGA	 PCT.	 3FG-FGA	 PCT.	 FT-FTA	 PCT.	 PPG	 RPG	 APG	 BPG	 SPG
21	 G	 Jemel Jones		  32/30	 28.4	 191-447	 42.7	 51-137	 37.2	 137-164	 83.5	 17.8	 4.4	 2.4	 0.5	 1.3
0	 F	 Julius Mims		  31/31	 27.5	 133-231	 57.6	 10-32	 31.3	 53-82	 64.6	 10.6	 8.4	 0.6	 0.6	 0.5
9	 G	 Anthony Wrzeszcz	 32/26	 24.6	 74-205	 36.1	 55-167	 32.9	 34-40	 85.0	 7.4	 2.1	 1.0	 0.2	 7.4

RETURNERS | 3

NEWCOMERS | 12

STARTERS LOST | 3

STATISTIC		  2025-26 TOTAL	 % LOST FROM 2025-26	 % RETURNING FROM 2025-26

Points		  2,403		  86.2% (2,071/2,403)	 13.8% (332/2,403)	

Rebounds		  1,216		  83.1% (1,010/1,216)	 16.9% (206/1,216)	

Assists		  414			   72.9% (302/414)	 27.1% (112/414)	

Blocked Shots	 101			   87.1% (88/101)		 12.9% (13/101)	

Steals		  206			   79.1% (163/206)	 20.9% (43/206)	

Field Goals		  831			   84.8% (705/831)	 15.2% (126/831)	

Field Goal Attempts	 1,942		  86.0% (1,671/1,895)	 14.0% (271/1,942)	

3-Pt. Field Goals	 241			   92.9% (224/241)	 7.1% (17/241)		

3-Pt. Field Goal Attempts	740			   90.8% (672/740)	 9.2% (68/740)		

Free Throws	 498			   87.3% (435/498)	 12.7% (63/498)	

Free Throw Attempts	 684			   85.2% (583/684)	 14.8% (101/684)	

Minutes		  6,475		  78.5% (5,086/6,475)	 21.5% (1,389/6,475)	

RETURNING/LOST BY THE NUMBERS

NO.	 POS.	NAME	 HT.	 YR.		  HOMETOWN | HIGH SCHOOL | PREVIOUS SCHOOL
1	 G	 Gabe Pickens	 6-0	 Jr.		  Phoenix, Ariz. | Dream City Christian
4	 F	 Jae’Coby Osborne	 6-6	 Jr.		  Missouri City, Texas | Bella Vista Prep
2	 G	 Omarr Smith	 6-4	 So.		  Baltimore, Md. | City College

LAST TIME OUT | NM STATE at GONZAGA | SAT. NOV. 7, 2026 | GAME TWO | 
• NM State fell to No. 15 Gonzaga, 109-68, on 
Saturday at the McCarthey Athletic Center in Spokane, 
Wash., moving to 1-1 on the season.

• The Aggies shot 55.6% from the field in the first 
half, including 3-of-7 from beyond the arc, and entered 
halftime trailing 47-42.

• Mark Lavrenov led the Crimson and White with 19 
points on 5-of-11 shooting while converting 9-of-10 
free throws and adding four rebounds.

• DJ Dudley and Jae’Coby Osborne each finished with 
10 points. Osborne shot 4-of-5 from the field and 
collected five rebounds, tying Adrame Diongue for the 
team lead.

• Gabe Pickens dished out a team-high five assists, 
while Jermaine Washington contributed eight points on 
3-of-5 shooting off the bench.

• NM State converted 22-of-24 free throws (91.7%), 
including all nine attempts in the first half. 

 2G
AM
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SPOKANE, WASH.
MCCARTHEY ATHLETIC CENTER
ATTENDANCE: 6,000

68 109
| 1-1 | | 2-0 |

at

NM State

Gonzaga

Leading Scorers
Mark Lavrenov (19)
DJ Dudley (10)
Leading Rebounders
Adrame Diongue (5)
Jae’Coby Osborne (5)

Leading Scorers
Davis Fogle (22)
Isiah Harwell (22)
Leading Rebounders
Massamba Diop (7)
Isiah Harwell (7)
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RIVALRY WITH UTEP
Thursday marks the 94th meeting between NM State and UTEP, with the Miners 
holding a 48-45 series advantage. The Aggies won the most recent matchup, 
defeating UTEP 67-63 at the Pan American Center on Feb. 21, 2026.

The Aggies are 3-3 against UTEP under head coach Jason Hooten, with the 
programs splitting their season series in each of his first three seasons. NM 
State is 6-4 in its last 10 trips to El Paso, highlighted by an 85-57 victory on Jan. 
11, 2025.

Gabe Pickens and Jae’Coby Osborne are the only players on either roster with 
experience in the rivalry, having appeared in both meetings last season. In their 
first matchup on Feb. 7, 2026, Pickens recorded 13 points and four assists, 
while Osborne added eight points and nine rebounds in El Paso. In the return 
meeting in Las Cruces, Osborne contributed 12 points and nine rebounds, while 
Pickens finished with three points and five assists to help the Aggies secure the 
victory.

WE’RE ROCKIN’ WITH MARK
Mark Lavrenov tallied a double-double in the Aggies’ win over Western New 
Mexico to become the first Aggie with a double-double in a season opener since 
2022. At Gonzaga Lavrenov led the team in scoring with 19 points, making it the 
fifth time he has recorded consecutive double-figure scoring games in his college 
career. Mark leads the team in scoring (18 ppg), rebounds (7.0 rpg), and free 
throws made (15).  

PICKENS SETS THE TABLE
Junior guard Gabe Pickens has picked up where he left off as the Aggies’ top dis-
tributor, dishing out five assists in each of NM State’s first two games. Through 
the opening week, Pickens owns a 5.0 assist-to-turnover ratio with 10 assists 
against just two turnovers, highlighted by a turnover-free performance in the 
season-opening win over Western New Mexico. 

DUDLEY’S DEBUT 
First-year Aggie DJ Dudley made quite the impression in his first game as an 
Aggie, finishing with 22 points on 7-of-14 shooting. In his debut, the senior went 
4-of-8 from beyond the arc and also added five rebounds and three assists.
His scoring outburst marked the first time that he logged 20-plus points in a 
game since scoring 20 against FIU on Feb. 28, 2026, while playing for LA Tech. 
In total, Dudley scored 20 or more in eight games as a Bulldog during the 2025-
26 season.

YEAR FOUR 
Head Coach Jason Hooten gears up to lead the Crimson & White for his fourth 
season at helm. Last season, he helped the Aggies to the quarterfinals of the 
Conference USA Championship after knocking off Jax State 68-63 in the opening 
round of the tournament held in Huntsville, Ala.

In total, Hooten now holds a career collegiate coaching record of 308-219, 
incluxding a 47-50 mark as the leader of the NM State program. Across his 
coaching career, he has guided his teams to a postseason appearance a total of 
six times, including a pair of trips to the NIT amid his 13-year stint as the head 
coach of Sam Houston.

RETURNING AGGIES 
The Aggies return just three players from last season’s roster, as much of the 
2025-26 squad either graduated or transferred. Juniors Gabe Pickens and 
Jae’Coby Osborne both return for their third season with the program after 
seeing their roles increase tremendously during their sophomore seasons. Soph-
omore Omarr Smith also returns for another year in Las Cruces, however, the 
Baltimore native did not see any action during his first season with the Aggies.

Last season, Pickens appeared in 31 games and made 24 starts for the Crim-
son and White. As a sophomore, he averaged 4.5 points and was the Aggies’ top 

distributor as he dished out a team-high 3.0 assists per game.

Osborne returns after seeing action in all 32 games, including making 20 
starts. He now serves as the Aggies’ leading returning scorer (6.0 ppg) and 
rebounder (4.9 rpg) and will once again look to be a key piece in the Aggies’ 
quest for success.

NEW PIECES TO THE PUZZLE 
After losing more than 80% of both its scoring and rebounding from the 2025-
26 season, NM State made it a priority this offseason to reload its roster with 
players capable of producing immediately. 

In the offseason, the Aggies brought in several proven scorers as DJ Dudley, KK 
Robinson, Gabe Warren and Jermaine Washington all averaged over 10 points 
per game at their most recent stop. In fact, both Dudley and Robinson led their 
teams in scoring as Dudley led LA Tech last year with 13.8 points per game, 
while Robinson paced all Trojans at Little Rock, averaging 15.6 points during 
the 2023-24 season. 

Additionally, Gabe Warren served as Holy Cross’ second-leading scorer, posting 
12.5 points per contest last year. This also excludes Mark Lavrenov who aver-
aged 9.9 points during his freshman season at Sacramento State.

Meanwhile Lavrenov, Leopold Levillain, Stephon Payne and Robinson each 
averaged five or more rebounds with their most recent squads. This is high-
lighted by Lavrenov who averaged 7.0 boards for the Hornets and Payne who 
pulled down a career-best 6.5 rebounds per game last year and averages 5.9 
rebounds across his four-year collegiate career.

LEANING ON EXPERIENCE 
This season, the Aggies’ roster will include a total of eight players who started 
20 or more games at the Division I level during the 2025-26 season, including 
both Pickens and Osborne who each did so at NM State last season for Head 
Coach Jason Hooten.

In addition, both KK Robinson and Adrame Diongue started 20-plus games 
during their most recent season of action at the DI level.

PRESEASON RECOGITION 
Senior guard DJ Dudley was named to the 2026-27 CUSA Preseason All-Con-
ference Team. A transfer from LA Tech joins the Aggies following a standout 
season in which he averaged 13.8 points, 2.8 rebounds and 1.97 assists per 
game. He also helped the Bulldogs reach the Conference USA Championship 
game.
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DATE	 OPPONENT	 W/L	 NET (Current/Day of Game)
11.3	 Western NM	 W	 --/--	
11.7	 Gonzaga	 L	 --/--	
11.12	 UTEP	 -	 --/--	
11.15	 San Diego State	 -	 --/--	
11.19	 UTEP	 -	 --/--	
11.22	 Robert Morris	 -	 --/--	
11.24	 Ohio	 -	 --/--	
11.28	 Denver	 -	 --/--	
12.5	 New Mexico	 -	 --/--	
12.9	 Saint Mary’s	 -	 --/--	
12.15	 Pacific	 -	 --/--	
12.17	 Southwest (NM)	 -	 --/--	
12.21	 Nelson (AZ)	 -	 --/--	
12.31	 FIU	 -	 --/--	
1.2	 Missouri State	 -	 --/--	
1.7	 WKU	 -	 --/--	
1.9	 MTSU	 -	 --/--	
1.14	 Jax State	 -	 --/--	
1.16	 Kennesaw State	 -	 --/--	
1.23	 Sam Houston	 -	 --/--	
1.28	 Delaware	 -	 --/--	
1.30	 Liberty	 -	 --/--	
2.4	 MTSU	 -	 --/--	
2.6	 WKU	 -	 --/--	
2.11	 Kennesaw State	 -	 --/--	
2.13	 Jax State	 -	 --/--	
2.20	 Sam Houston	 -	 --/--	
2.25	 Liberty	 -	 --/--	
2.27	 Delaware	 -	 --/--	
3.4	 Missouri State	 -	 --/--	
3.6	 FIU	 -	 --/--	

NET WORTH | 2026-27 OPPONENTS

THIS WEEK IN CUSA (WEEK 2)
Sunday, Nov. 8
WKU (94) at Tennessee Tech (97)

Tuesday, Nov. 10
Winthrop (79) at Kennesaw State (88)
Evansville (57) at MTSU (116)
Newman (62) at Missouri State (89)

Wednesday, Nov. 11
James Madison at Delaware, 6 p.m.
Campbellsville at WKU , 6:30 p.m.
Pepperdine at Sam Houston 6:30 p.m.
Jax State at Houston, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 12	
LaGrange at Kennesaw State, 6 p.m.
NM State at UTEP, 7 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 13	
Sam Houston at Illinous, 6 p.m.
FIU at FGCU, 6 p.m.
NC Central at Liberty, 6:30 p.m.
SEMO at MTSU, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 14	
UAB at Jax State, 6 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 15	
Colgate at Delaware, 12 p.m.
NM State vs. San Diego State 2:30 p.m.

RANK	 SCHOOL	 FPV	 PTS.	
1.	 WKU	 5	 94 	
2.	 Kennesaw State	 3	 90 	
3.	 Liberty	 2	 79	
4.	 Sam Houston	 0	 64	
5.	 MTSU	 0	 57	
6.	 NM State	 0	 56	
7.	 Jax State	 0	 36	
8.	 Missouri State	 0	 28	
9.	 FIU	 0	 25	
10.	 Delaware	 0	 21	

2026-27 CUSA PRESEASON POLL
PLAYER		  YR.	 POS.	 SCHOOL	
Tijan Saine Jr.	 Sr.	 G	 FIU	
Trey Simpson	 So.	 F	 Kennesaw State	
Amir Taylor	 So.	 F	 Kennesaw State	
Jahvin Carter	 Jr.	 G	 MTSU	
Trey Williams Jr.	 So.	 G	 Missouri State	
DJ Dudley	 Sr.	 G	 NM State	
Justing Begg	 Jr.	 G	 Sam Houston	
Jacobe Coleman	 So.	 G	 Sam Houston	
Armelo Boone	 So.	 G	 WKU	
Teagan Moore	 Sr.	 G	 WKU	
    PRESEASON PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Teagan Moore		  G	 WKU	

2026-27 PRESEASON ALL-CUSA TEAM

STATISTIC	 NAT’L	 CUSA	 VALUE	 NAT’L	 MW	 VALUE	

Assist/Turnover Ratio	 337	 10	 0.66	 37	 3	 1.94	

Assists per Game	 340	 0	 9.5	 119	 6	 16.5	

Bench Points per Game	 257	 10	 21.5	 291	 7	 18.5	

Blocks per Game	 294	 10	 2.0	 330	 8	 1.5	

Effective FG Pct.	 281	 10	 0.476	 200	 7	 0.516	

Fastbreak Points	 297	 10	 7.5	 275	 10	 8.5	

Field Goal Percentage	 258	 10	 42.5	 210	 8	 44.1	

Field Goal Percentage Defense	 302	 10	 47.7	 250	 6	 44.7	

Fouls per Game	 68	 5	 16.0	 289	 8	 21.0	

Free Throw Attempts per Game	 156	 3	 23.0	 205	 7	 21.0	

Free Throw Percentage	 5	 2	 87.0	 342	 10	 57.1	

Free Throws Made per Game	 54	 1	 20.0	 274	 10	 12.0	

Rebound Margin	 310	 10	 - 6.5	 250	 9	 -0.5	

Defensive Rebounds per Game	 299	 10	 22.0	 269	 8	 23.0	

Offensive Rebounds per Game	 292	 8	 9.5	 181	 9	 12.0	

Rebounds per Game	 316	 10	 31.5	 250	 9	 35.0	

Scoring Defense	 327	 10	 87.5	 187	 5	 72.0	

Scoring Margin	 323	 10	 -17.0	 200	 8	 5.5	

Scoring Offense	 274	 10	 70.5	 206	 9	 77.5	

Steals per Game	 304	 10	 5.5	 132	 6	 8.5	

Three Point Attempts per Game	 347	 10	 17.5	 69	 1	 29.5	

Three Point Percentage	 218	 9	 31.4	 205	 6	 32.2	

Three Point Percentage Defense	 323	 10	 38.3	 22	 1	 22.9	

Three Pointers per Game	 313	 10	 5.5	 114	 3	 9.5	

Turnover Margin	 322	 9	 -4.5	 55	 4	 6.0	

Turnovers Forced per Game	 317	 10	 10.0	 132	 6	 14.5	

Turnovers per Game	 277	 9	 14.5	 18	 2	 8.5	

Winning Percentage	 190	 6	 50.0	 190	 8	 50.0	

NCAA TEAM RANKING SUMMARY
NM STATE UTEP
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Points		
NMSU:	22, DJ Dudley vs. WNM (11/3)
OPP:	 22, Andre Harris, WNM (11/3)
FGs Made	
NMSU:	7, DJ Dudley vs. WNM (11/3)
OPP:	 9, Braden Huff, GU (11/7)
FGs Attempted	
NMSU:	14, DJ Dudley vs. WNM (11/3)
OPP:	 21, Andre Harris, WNM (11/3)
3 FGs Made	
NMSU:	4, DJ Dudley vs. WNM (11/3)
OPP:	 4, Isiah Harwell, GU (11/7)
3 FGs Attempted	
NMSU:	8, DJ Dudley vs. WNM (11/3)
OPP:	 6, Isiah Harwell, GU (11/7)
FTs Made	
NMSU:	9, Mark Lavrenov at GU (11/7)
OPP:	 6, Andre Harris, WNM (11/3)
FTs Attempted	
NMSU: 7, Mark Lavrenov vs. WNM (11/3)
OPP:	 8, Andre Harris, WNM (11/3)
Rebounds	
NMSU:	10, Mark Lavrenov vs. WNM (11/3)
OPP:	 10, Andre Harris, WNM (11/3)
Assists	
NMSU:	5, Gabe Pickens at GU (11/7)
OPP:	 10, Xaivian Lee, GU (11/7)
Blocks		
NMSU: 1, Adrame Diongue at GU (11/7)
OPP:	 1, Andre Harris, WNM (11/3)
Steals		
NMSU:	3, Jermaine Washington vs. WNM (11/3)
OPP:	 3, Isiah Harwell, GU (11/7)

INDIVIDUAL GAME HIGHSGAME-BY-GAME STARTING LINEUP
GAME						    
Western New Mexico	 Dudley	 Pickens	 Osborne	 Levillain	 Lavrenov 		
Gonzaga	 Dudley	 Pickens	 Osborne	 Levillain	 Lavrenov 	
UTEP						    
San Diego State						    
Robert Morris						    
Ohio						    
Denver						    
New Mexico						    
Saint Mary’s						    
Pacific						    
Southwest (NM)						    
Nelson (AZ)						    
FIU						    
Missouri State						    
WKU						    
MTSU						    
Jax State						    
Kennesaw State						    
Sam Houston						    
Delaware						    
Liberty						    
MTSU						    
WKU						    
Kennesaw State						    
Jax State						    
Sam Houston						    
Liberty						    
Delaware						    
Missouri State						    
FIU						    

MISCELLANEOUS PLAYER STATS (DI ONLY)
STAT	 20-21	 21-22	 22-23	 23-24	 24-25	 25-26	 26-27	 CAREER	
TRIPLE-DOUBLES
KK Robinson	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0	 -	 1	

DOUBLE-DOUBLES
Mark Lavrenov	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 6	 1	 7	
KK Robinson	 0	 0	 0	 4	 -	 -	 -	 4	
Leopold Levillain	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 2	 -	 2	
Jae’Coby Osborne	 -	 -	 -	 -	 0	 1	 -	 1	
DJ Dudley	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 0	 -	 0	
Gabe Pickens	 -	 -	 -	 -	 0	 0	 -	 0	
Jermaine Washington	 -	 -	 -	 -	 0	 0	 -	 0	
Adrame Diongue	 -	 -	 0	 0	 -	 -	 -	 0	
Gabe Warren	 -	 -	 -	 -	 0	 0	 -	 0	

DOUBLE -DIGIT POINTS
KK Robinson	 0	 0	 1	 24	 -	 -	 -	 25	
DJ Dudley	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 23	 2	 25	
Gabe Warren	 -	 -	 -	 -	 2	 22	 -	 24	
Jermaine Washington	 -	 -	 -	 -	 4	 15	 -	 19	
Mark Lavrenov	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 14	 2	 16	
Jae’Coby Osborne	 -	 -	 -	 -	 0	 8	 1	 9	
Gabe Pickens	 -	 -	 -	 -	 1	 3	 -	 4	
Leopold Levillain	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 3	 -	 3	
Adrame Diongue	 -	 -	 0	 2	 0	 -	 -	 2	

LED NM STATE IN SCORING (INCLUDING  TIES)
Mark Lavrenov	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 1	 1	
DJ Dudley	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 1	 1	
Gabe Pickens	 -	 -	 -	 -	 0	 0	 -	 0	
Jae’Coby Osborne	 -	 -	 -	 -	 0	 0	 -	 0	

Points	
High:	 73 vs. WNM (11/3)
Low:	 68 at GU (11/7)
FGs Made	
High:	 24 vs. WNM (11/3)
Low:	 21 at GU (11/7)
FGs Attempted	
High:	 58 vs. WNM (11/3)
Low:	 48 at GU (11/7)
3 FGs Made	
High:	 7 vs. WNM (11/3)
Low:	 4, at GU (11/7)
3 FGs Attempted	
High:	 21 vs. WNM (11/3)
Low:	 14 at GU (11/7)
FTs Made	
High:	 22, at GU (11/7)
Low:	 18 vs. WNM (11/3)
FTs Attempted	
High:	 24, at GU (11/7)
Low:	 22 vs. WNM (11/3)
Rebounds	
High:	 37 vs. WNM (11/3)
Low:	 26 at GU (11/7)
Assists	
High:	 13 vs. WNM (11/3)
Low:	 6 at GU (11/7)
Blocks	
High:	 3, vs. WNM (11/3)
Low:	 1, at GU (11/7)
Steals	
High:	 8 vs. WNM (11/3)
Low:	 3, at GU (11/7)

NMSU TEAM GAME HIGHS/LOWS
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PAN AMERICAN CENTER TEAM RECORDS
Most Points.............. 133, vs. New Mexico Highlands (12/11/82)
Most FG Attempts................... 122, vs. UT-Arlington (12/1/70)
Most 3FGs Made.............. 20, 2x, last by NM State (12/29/19)
Most 3FG Attempts............... 39, vs. CSU Bakersfield (2/8/18)
Most FTs Made............. 35,vs. New Mexico Highlands (11/25/78)
..................................................... 35, vs. Seattle U (1/9/14)
Most FT Attempts..................53, 2x, Last vs. UMKC (1/31/19)
Most Rebounds......................... 85, vs. UT-Arlington (12/1/70)
Most Fouls........................ 38, vs. West Texas State (2/15/74)
Fewest Fouls................. 8, 6x, Last vs. Chicago State (3/7/15)
Most Turnovers................... 47, by San José State (12/19/70)
Fewest Turnovers.........................3, vs. Indiana State (2/6/78)
Margin of Victory............74, vs. Northern N.M. (104-30 on 12/29/19)
Highest FG %......................................686, vs. UTSA (1/3/13)
Highest FT % (Min. 20)..................955 vs. South Alabama (2/8/03)

PAN AMERICAN CENTER INDIVIDUAL RECORDS
Most Points.................................................. 43, Willie Humes
............................. Idaho State vs. San Jose State (12/27/69)
Rebounds...................25, Sam Lacey vs. Idaho State (1/4/69)
FGs Made.................19, Jimmy Collins vs. Air Force (1/14/70)
3FG Made...................................................10, Jaycee Carroll
...........................................Utah State vs. NM State (2/2/06)
FTs Made.....................................................17, James Moore 
.................................................vs. Arkansas State (2/28/04)
Assists.......................................................20, Sam Crawford 
........................................ vs. Sam Houston State (12/21/92)
FG Percentage (Min. 10)............... 1.000 (13-13), Reggie Ramey
................................West Texas A&M vs. NM State (2/13/75)
FT Percentage................................................... 1.000 - Many

RK	 TEAM	 RECORD	 PTS	 PVS	 CONF.
1	 Miami (20)	 2-0	 751	 1	 Mid-American
2	 High Point (9)	 3-0	 734	 2	 Big South
3	 Santa Clara (2)	 3-0	 678	 8	 West Coast
4	 UNCW	 2-0	 620	 4	 Coastal Athletic
5	 UIC	 2-0	 589	 5	 Missouri Valley
6	 Murray State (1)	 2-0	 572	 NR (29)	 Missouri Valley
7	 Illinois State	 1-1	 543	 3	 Missouri Valley
8	 Akron	 1-0	 518	 7	 Mid-American
9	 Saint Mary’s (1)	 2-1	 508	 10	 West Coast
10	 Wright State	 2-0	 456	 1	 Horizon
11	 Penn	 0-1	 409	 6	 Ivy League
12	 McNeese	 1-1	 395	 9	 Southland
13	 East Texas A&M	 2-0	 388	 NR	 Southland
14	 UC Irvine	 2-0	 225	 13	 Big West
15	 Harvard	 2-0	 286	 12	 Ivy League
16	 Kennesaw State	 2-0	 264	 14	 CUSA
17	 San Francisco	 2-0	 255	 15	 West Coast
18	 South Dakota State	 2-0	 253	 19	 Summit
19	 Valparaiso	 2-0	 199	 NR	 Missouri Valley
20	 Belmont	 2-0	 154	 22	 Missouri Valley
21	 Western Kentucky	 2-1	 151	 16	 CUSA
22	 Princeton	 2-1	 133	 20	 Ivy League
23	 Hofstra	 1-1	 112	 17	 Coastal Athletic
24	 Cal Poly	 1-1	 105	 23	 Big West
25	 UC San Diego	 2-0	 87	 NR (28)	 Big West
2026-27 NM State opponents in bold

Others Receiving Votes:
Louisiana Tech 76, Liberty 56, UC Santa Barbara 52, Yale 49, Furman 
44, Charleston 42, Seattle 38, Pacific 29, Howard 26, Toledo 24, Utah 
Valley 22, Montana State 17, Queens 17, Kent State 13, Ohio 12, Tennes-
see State 12, Green Bay 10, Old Dominion 9, James Madison 7, Drake 
6, Elon 6, FIU 6, Stephen F Austin 5, Western Carolina 4, William & Mary 
4, App State 3, Arkansas State 3, Boston University 3, UMass Lowell 2, 
Northern Kentucky 1.

COLLEGEINSIDER.COM MID-MAJOR POLL

NM STATE’S RECORD WHEN
NM STATE	 ALL	 CUSA	
Leading at halftime	 0-0	 0-0	
Tied at halftime	 0-0	 0-0	
Trailing at halftime	 1-1	 0-0	
Leading at half | home	 0-0	 0-0	
Tied at half | home	 0-0	 0-0	
Trailing at half | home	 1-0	 0-0	
Leading at half | neutral	 0-0	 0-0	
Tied at half | neutral	 0-0	 0-0	
Trailing at half | neutral	 0-0	 0-0	
Leading at half | road	 0-0	 0-0	
Tied at half | road	 0-0	 0-0	
Trailing at half | road	 0-1	 0-0	
Leading with 5:00 to go	 1-0	 0-0	
Leading with 2:00 to go	 1-0	 0-0	
Scoring ≤ 60 points	 0-0	 0-0	
Opp. Scores ≤ 60 points	 0-0	 0-0	
Scoring 61-69 points	 1-1	 0-0	
Opp. Scores 61-69 pts	 0-0	 0-0	
Scoring 70-79 pts	 0-0	 0-0	
Opp. Scores 70-79 pts	 0-0	 0-0	
Scoring 80-89 pts	 0-0	 0-0	
Opp. Scores 80-89 pts	 0-0	 0-0	
Scoring 90-99 pts	 0-0	 0-0	
Opp. Scores 90-99 pts	 0-0	 0-0	
Scoring 100+ pts	 0-0	 0-0	
Opp. Scores 100+ pts	 0-1	 0-0	
2 or fewer players w/ 10+ pts.	 1-0	 0-0	
3 players w/ 10+ points	 0-1	 0-0	
4 players w/ 10+ points	 0-0	 0-0	
5 players w/ 10+ points	 0-0	 0-0	
6 players w/ 10+ points	 0-0	 0-0	
1 player w/ 20+ points	 1-0	 0-0	
2 players w/ 20+ points	 0-0	 0-0	
Shooting below 30%	 0-0	 0-0	
Opp. shoots below 30%	 0-0	 0-0	
Shooting 30-39%	 0-0	 0-0	
Opp. shoots 30-39%	 1-0	 0-0	
Shooting 40-49%	 1-1	 0-0	
Opp. shoots 40-49%	 0-0	 0-0	
Shooting 50% or higher	 0-0	 0-0	
Opp. shoots 50% or higher	 0-1	 0-0	
More rebounds	 0-0	 0-0	
Fewer rebounds	 1-1	 0-0	
Same rebounds	 0-0	 0-0	
More turnovers	 0-1	 0-0	
Fewer turnovers	 1-0	 0-0	
Same turnovers	 0-0	 0-0	
More pts. in the paint	 1-0	 0-0	
Fewer pts. in the paint	 0-1	 0-0	
Same pts. in the paint	 0-0	 0-0	
More bench points	 1-0	 0-0	
Fewer bench points	 0-1	 0-0	
Same bench pts.	 0-0	 0-0	
More 2nd chance pts.	 0-0	 0-0	
Fewer 2nd chance pts.	 1-1	 0-0	
Same 2nd chance pts.	 0-0	 0-0	
More pts. off turnovers	 1-0	 0-0	
Fewer pts. off turnovers	 0-1	 0-0	
Same pts. off turnovers	 0-0	 0-0	
More fast break points	 1-0	 0-0	
Fewer fast break points	 0-1	 0-0	
Same fast break points	 0-0	 0-0	
On Monday	 0-0	 0-0	
On Tuesday	 1-0	 0-0	
On Wednesday	 0-0	 0-0	
On Thursday	 0-0	 0-0	
On Friday	 0-0	 0-0	
On Saturday	 0-1	 0-0	
On Sunday	 0-0	 0-0	
In November 	 1-1	 0-0	
In December	 0-0	 0-0	
In January	 0-0	 0-0	
In February	 0-0	 0-0	
In March	 0-0	 0-0	
White uniforms	 1-0	 0-0	
Crimson uniforms	 0-1	 0-0	

THE LAST TIME NM STATE...
Won at home ......................... 10/2/26 vs. Western NM (73-66)
Lost at home ................................. 2/11/26 vs. Liberty (77-75) 
Won away ...................................2/14/26 vs. Jax State (79-70)
Lost away.....................................2/28/26 at MTSU (86-85 OT)
Won neutral ......................  11/26/25 vs. Georgia State (77-58)
Lost neutral ......................... 3/11/26 vs. Sam Houston (69-61)
Won in OT................................ 3/5/26 vs. Jax State (77-75 OT)
Lost in OT.....................................2/28/26 at MTSU (86-85 OT)
Won vs. ranked opp.................  3/17/22 vs. #21 UConn (70-63)
Lost vs. ranked opp................ 11/6/23 at #16 Kentucky (46-86)
7 players with 10+ points........... 11/11/16 vs. Arizona Christian
6 players with 10+ points.......................... 2/4/23 vs. Seattle U
5 players with 10+ points........................ 1/19/26 vs. Delaware
4 players with 10+ points...............  3/7/26 vs. Kennesaw State 
3 players with 10+ points.......................... 3/5/26 vs. Jax State
1 player with 20+ points....................   10/2/26 vs. Western NM
	 ........................................................................DJ Dudley (22)
2 players with 20+ points................ 2/11/26 vs. Liberty (77-75)
	 ........................................ Jemel Jones (23) & Julius Mims (21)
Won by 20-29 points....................1/19/26 vs. Delaware (97-68)
Won by 30-39 points........................1/4/24 vs. LA Tech (78-48)
Won by 40-49 points.......... 12/18/22 vs. Northern N.M. (95-53)
Won by 50+ points........... 12/29/19 vs. Northern N.M. (104-30)
Lost by 20-29 points........................... 2/26/26 at WKU (93-70)
Lost by 30-39 points........ 2/1/25 at Western Kentucky (101-69)
Lost by 40-49 points..............  12/2/23 at New Mexico (62-106)
Lost by 50+ points..........2/22/66 - at Hardin Simmons (105-49)
Scored 90-99 points.............. 11/4/24 vs. NM Highlands (93-57)
Scored 100+ points.............. 12/29/19 vs. Northern N.M. (104)
Made 30+ field goals..............................2/28/26 at MTSU (32)
Made 35+ field goals........................ 1/19/26 vs Delaware (36)
Made 40+ field goals.............. 12/29/19 vs. Northern N.M. (41)
Shot 55%+ in FGs......................... 1/19/26 vs. Delaware (.571)
Shot 60%+ in FGs......................... 11/22/16 vs. Nicholls (.620)
Made 10-15 3-pointers.............................. 2/7/26 at UTEP (10)
Made 15+ 3-pointers................... 1/9/20 vs. Chicago State (16)
Made 25+ free throws...................... 2/14/26 vs. Jax State (26)
Had 50+ rebounds ................................... 1/24/26 vs. FIU (55)
Had 15+ assists ...............................2/14/26 at Jax State (16)
Had 20+ assists ............................. 1/19/26 vs. Delaware (20)
Had 25+ assists ..........................11/25/22 vs. San Diego (25)
Had 15+ steals........................... 11/4/24 vs. Adams State (15)
Had 10+ steals........................... 11/29/24 vs. Pepperdine (11)
Had less than 10 TOs .........................  3/5/26 vs. Jax State (9)
Had 20+ TOs................................. 11/25/25 vs. UC Irvine (21)
Forced 20+ TOs .....................11/11/25 vs. NM Highlands (21)
Had 10+ blocked shots ............ 1/16/16 vs. Chicago State (10)

THE LAST TIME AN AGGIE...
Scored 30-34 points ...........34, Jemel Jones at MTSU (2/28/26)
Scored 35-39 points..........37, Teddy Allen vs. #21 UConn (3/17/22)
Scored 40-44 points.....41, Teddy Allen vs. Abilene Christian (1/15/22)
Had 20+ rebounds....... 22, Jemerrio Jones vs. Seattle U (3/9/18)
Had 25+ rebounds......27, Sam Lacey at Hardin Simmons (12/19/69)
Had 10+ assists....10, Deshawndre Washington vs. NMHU (11/7/22)
Had 5+ steals.........5, Chris Terrell vs. NM Highlands (11/11/25)
Had 10+ steals...........11, Jemerrio Jones vs. ENMU (12/12/17)
Had 5+ blocks................... 6, Johnny McCants vs. SFA (3/2/22)
Had 10+ blocks..... 10, Sim Bhullar vs. Prairie View A&M (11/27/13)
Made 10+ FGs....................13, Jemel Jones at MTSU (2/28/26)
Made 10+ FTs...............12, Elijah Elliott vs. Jax State (2/14/22)
Made 5+ 3FGs........... 5, Jayland Randall vs. Jax State (2/14/26)
Had a triple-double..........................vs. NM Highlands (11/7/22)
	 ...................Deshawndre Washington (17 pts., 10 reb., 10 ast.)
Had a double-double............................10/2/26 vs. Western NM
	 .............................................. Mark Lavrenov (17 pts, 10 reb.)
2+ players with a double-double................. vs. UNLV (11/23/24)
	 ............................. Robert Carpenter (10 Points, 13 Rebounds)
	 ..................................Peter Filipovity (12 Points, 11 Rebounds)



8

NM STATE VS. UTEP

2026-27 AGGIE BASKETBALL | THURS, NOV. 12 | 7:00 PM MT | EL PASO, TEXAS

JASON HOOTEN
HEAD COACH | FOURTH SEASON | TARLETON, ‘93 | CAREER RECORD: 308-220 (.584)

HOOTEN YEAR-BY-YEAR
YEAR | RECORD • CONFERENCE RECORD	 POSTSEASON
SAM HOUSTON (Head Coach)	
2010-11 | 18-13 • 10-6 SLC	
2011-12 | 13-19 • 7-9 SLC	
2012-13 | 17-16 • 8-10 SLC	
2013-14 | 24-11 • 13-5 SLC	 CIT (2nd Round)
2014-15 | 26-6 • 15-1 SLC	 CIT (2nd Round)
2015-16 | 18-14 • 12-4 SLC	 CIT (1st Round)
2016-17 | 21-12 • 10-7 SLC	
2017-18 | 21-13 • 12-4 SLC	 CIT (Semifinals)
2018-19 | 21-12 • 16-2 SLC	 NIT (1st Round)
2019-20 | 18-13 • 11-9 SLC	
2020-21 | 19-9 • 13-3 SLC	
2021-22 | 19-14 • 13-5 WAC	
2022-23 | 26-8 • 14-4 WAC	 NIT (2nd Round)
13 Years | 261-169 • 154-70	

NM STATE (Head Coach)	
2023-24 | 13-19 • 7-9 CUSA	
2024-25 | 17-15 • 10-8 CUSA	
2025-26 | 16-16 • 8-12 CUSA	
2026-27 | 1-1 • 0-0 CUSA	
(2023-Current) | 47-51 • 25-30                                    

THE HOOTEN FILE
HOMETOWN: Killeen, Texas
EDUCATION: Tarleton, 1993
WIFE: Kristen
CHILDREN: Jadyn, Jayce

On Friday, March 24, 2023, Jason Hooten was introduced as the 28th head coach in Aggie men’s basketball history. Hooten 
arrived in Las Cruces with more than 30 years of coaching experience, including an impressive 13 years of experience as a 
head coach. 

Last season, Hooten guided the Aggies to a 16-16 record, including a 10-5 mark inside the Pan American Center. During the 
2025-26 season, the Aggies had one of the top shot-contesting defenses in Conference USA as it held opponents to just 
41.0% from the floor to rank 35th in the nation. Additionally, NM State paced its league in three-point percentage defense, 
limiting opposing shooters to a 31.3% clip from beyond the arc.

In their third season with Hooten at the helm, the Aggies saw Jemel Jones earn Second Team All-CUSA honors and finished 
the year averaging a team-high 17.8 points per game to go along with 2.4 assists and 1.3 steals per contest. Hooten also 
helped Julius Mims become one of Conference USA’s top rebounders as Mims averaged 8.4 boards per game to rank second 
among all CUSA players.

In his second season leading the Crimson & White, he led NM State to a 17-15 record, improving by four wins from his first 
year while tying for the second-best road conference record in CUSA at 6-3. He guided the Aggies to signature road wins, 
including a sold-out overtime thriller over I-25 rival New Mexico - who went on to win the Mountain West and reach the NCAA 
Tournament’s Round of 32 - and a historic victory at I-10 rival UTEP, marking NM State’s largest win in El Paso since 1937 and 
the third-largest home loss in UTEP history. Under his leadership, the Aggies became one of the nation’s top defensive teams, 
ranking sixth in three-point percentage defense (29.1%), 11th in field goal percentage defense (39.6%), and 32nd in scoring 
defense (65.9 ppg). 

Hooten embarked on one of the most unique challenges throughout college basketball in the 2023-24 season. NM State was 
the only team in Division I that returned zero points, rebounds, or assists. With 15 newcomers to Las Cruces, only Tarleton, 
Hooten’s alma mater, had more new faces around the gym.

In his first year at helm, Hooten led the Aggies to a win over I-10 rival UTEP, a 23-point second half comeback to defeat the 
future CUSA Tournament Champions Western Kentucky and a 12-3 record inside of the Pan American Center. The Aggies also 
ranked first in all CUSA programs in average home game attendance, totaling 5,638 fans per contest. 

In 13 seasons as the head coach at Sam Houston State University, Hooten displayed a track record of success as he com-
piled 261 wins, posted a .607 win percentage and helped the Bearkats to six postseason appearances, including a win in the 
first round of the 2023 NIT. Hooten’s ability to build a winning program guided him to become the Bearkats’ winningest coach 
in program history. Hooten and his staff helped lead the SHSU program to six 20-plus win seasons, including four in the last 
six seasons.
 
In 2023, Hooten led the Bearkats to a program-tying record of 26 wins en route to earning the No. 1 seed in the 2023 WAC 
Tournament. On the heels of one of Sam Houston State University’s best seasons in program history, Hooten was named one 
of 20 finalists for the Hugh Durham Award, which is presented to the top Division I mid-major coach in the country. Hooten 
also appeared on the list of 25 finalists for the Skip Prosser Man of the Year Award – an award honoring success on the court 
while also displaying moral integrity off the court.
 
Under Hooten, the Bearkat program produced 36 all-conference honorees, including 2023 WAC Player of the Year Qua Grant 
who was one of four conference players of the year to take the court for Hooten. The Killeen, Texas, native also coached nine 
first team all-conference selections, four all-defensive team members and one Southland Conference Defensive Player of the 
Year.
 
Hooten’s defensive philosophies helped build the program into one of the stingiest defenses in the country this season as the 
Bearkats held teams to just 59.3 points per game to rank fourth in the country and first in the conference. SHSU opponents 
also combined to shoot just 39.1% from the field in 2022-23 – a mark that was good for fifth in the nation and tops in the 
WAC.
 
Hooten’s Bearkat teams also gave NM State fits during their two-year stint as conference foes. Sam Houston knocked off the 
Aggies twice in two meetings, including handing NM State a 25-point loss to end a 10-game winning streak during the 2021-
22 season. The 2022-23 season was also highlighted by a pair of wins over Power Five programs as they defeated both 
Oklahoma and Utah during non-conference play.
 
Prior to being appointed the head coach at Sam Houston, Hooten served as an assistant on the Bearkats’ staff from 2004 
to 2010 and was a member of the coaching staff during one of two NCAA Tournament appearances in program history when 
SHSU reached the Big Dance in 2010. In five seasons as an assistant with Sam Houston, the Bearkats reached 20 wins four 
times and posted an overall record of 127-59. In 2009, RecruitingRumors.com named Hooten as one of the top 100 NCAA 
assistant coaches while CollegeInsider.com named him to the Mid-Major Top 25 assistant coaches honorable mention list.
 
Ahead of his time with Sam Houston, Hooten appeared on Lonn Reisman’s staff at Tarleton from 1993 to 2004. While 
coaching with his alma mater, Hooten helped the Texans construct a combined record of 204-111. Hooten’s stint at Tarleton 
blossomed from his time as a student-athlete at TSU where he played for two seasons under Reisman (1989-91). As a guard, 
Hooten helped lead the Texans to a record of 52-10 while leading Tarleton in assists with 123 in 1990-91.
 
Hooten received his undergraduate degree from Tarleton State University in 1993 before earning his master’s from Tarleton in 
1995. He is married to Kristen Hooten and the two have a daughter, Jadyn, and a son, Jayce..
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

DJ
DUDLEY

Senior
Guard • 6-3
Okinawa, Japan | LA Premier Prep
LA Tech | Hutchinson CC | Rider

0
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

GABE
PICKENS

Junior
Guard • 6-0
Phoenix, Ariz. | Dream City Christian

1
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

OMARR
SMITH

Sophomore
Guard • 6-4
Baltimore, Md. | City College

2
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

CADEN
DEFFEBAUGH

Freshman
Guard • 6-5
Frisco, Texas | Frisco Memorial

3
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

JAE’COBY
OSBORNE

Junior
Forward • 6-6
Navasota, Texas | Bella Vista Prep

4
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

JACHAI
CANTAVE

Freshman
Guard • 6-1
Houston, Texas | Atascocita HS

5
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

KK
ROBINSON

5th
Guard • 6-0
Little Rock, Ark. | Oak Hill Academy (Va.)
Little Rock | Arkansas | Texas A&M

7
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

DeLAN
GRANT

Freshman
Guard • 6-2
Los Angeles, Calif. | Sierra Canyon

11
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

JERMAINE
WASHINGTON

Junior
Guard • 6-1
Hemet, Calif. | Rancho Verde HS
San Jose State

13
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

ADRAME
DIONGUE

Senior
Center • 7-0
Dakar, Senegal | AZ Compass Prep
Peru State | San Jose State | Washington State

15
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

STEPHON
PAYNE

5th
Forward • 6-9
Jacksonville, Fla. | Andrew Jackson HS
Seton Hall | Jacksonville | Incarnate Word

20
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

GABE
WARREN

Senior
Guard • 6-6
Plano, Texas | John Paul II
Holy Cross | Rice

21
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

LEOPOLD
LEVILLAIN

Sophomore
Forward • 6-9
Montpellier, France | Cholet Basket
Long Beach State

24
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CAREER DIVISION I STATS

PHOENIX
WOODSON

Freshman
Forward • 6-8
Edmond, Okla. | Dynamic Prep

30
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MARK
LAVRENOV

Sophomore
Forward • 6-8
Rocklin, Calif. | Rocklin HS
Sacramento State

32
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TV / RADIO Roster	 @NMStateMBBTV / RADIO Roster	 @NMStateMBB

G | DJ DUDLEY 
6-3  | Sr. | Okinawa, Japan

LA Premier Prep
LA Tech | Hutchinson CC | Rider

0

G | GABE PICKENS
6-0 | Jr. | Phoenix, Ariz.
Dream City Christian

1

G | CADEN DEFFEBAUGH
6-5 | Fr. | Frisco, Texas

Frisco Memorial

3

F | JAE’COBY OSBORNE
6-6 | Jr. | Missouri City, Texas 

Bella Vista Prep

4

G | JACHAI CANTAVE
6-1 | Fr. | Houston, Texas

Atascocita HS

5

G | OMARR SMITH
6-4 | So. | Baltimore, Md.

City College HS

2

F | MARK LAVRENOV
6-8 | So. | Rocklin, Calif.

Rocklin HS
Sacramento State

32

C | ADRAME DIONGUE
7-0 | Sr. | Dakar, Senegal

AZ Compass Prep
Peru State | San Jose State | Washington State

15

F | STEPHON PAYNE
6-9 | 5th | Jacksonville, Fla.

Andrew Jackson HS
Seton Hall | Jacksonville | Incarnate Word

20

G | GABE WARREN
6-6 | Sr. | Plano, Texas

John Paul II
Holy Cross | Rice 

21

F | PHOENIX WOODSON
6-8 | Fr. | Edmond, Okla 

Dynamic Prep

30

F | KK ROBINSON
6-0 | 5th | Little Rock, Ark.
Oak Hill Academy (Va.)

Little Rock | Arkansas | Texas A&M

7

G | DeLAN GRANT
6-2 | Fr. | Los Angeles, Calif.

Sierra Canyon HS

11

JASON HOOTEN
Head Coach

Fourth Season

JEVON MAMON
Assistant Coach

First Season

PRESTON LAIRD
Assistant Coach

Third Season

ISAIAH BROOKS-SENA
Assistant Coach

First Season

BRANDON BARNES
Assistant Coach

First Season

XAVIAN JIMENEZ
Director of Operations

First Season

F | JERMAINE WASHINGTON
6-1 | Jr. | Hemet, Calif.

Rancho Verde HS
San Jose State

13

F | LEOPOLD LEVILLAIN
6-9 | So. | Montpellier, France

Cholet Basket
Long Beach State

24

RYAN POMEROY
Graduate Assistant

Second Season



