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MEN’S SOCCER STAFF

Director of Soccer / Head Coach

Alma Mater
Seasons at Thiel

Zack Walters
Westminster
Eighth, Seventh as HC

Goalkeeping Coach Phil George
Alma Mater Edinboro
Seasons at Thiel Fifth

Assistant Coach Jordon Zajac
Alma Mater Slippery Rock
Seasons at Thiel Fifth

Assistant Coach AJ Trobek ‘25
Alma Mater Thiel
Seasons at Thiel Second
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THIEL MEN’S SOCCER 2026 MATCH NOTES

Thiel Sports Information | Beeghly Gymnasium | 75 College Ave. | Greenville, PA 16125
Men’s Soccer Contact: Abby Katrinak | akatrinak@thiel.edu | w: (724) 589-2861

Thiel 3-3-1 (0-0-1) vs. Grove City 4-0-3 (2
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2026 | 7:30 p.m.
Alumni Stadium at Stoeber Field | Greenville, Pa.

GROVE CITY THIEL
WOLVERINES TOMCATS
Record (PAC) 0-3 (0-0) Record (PAC) 3-3-1 (0-0-1)
Last Match W 4-0 at Saint Vincent (9/1 Last Match W 3-0 at Carlow (9/2
Head Coach Michael Dreves Head Coach Zack Walters

rove City R I 215-129-48 (21st n Thiel Men’s R I 17-75-12 (Seventh n
Overall Record Same Overall Men’s Record Same

MATCH LINKS
‘ Watch | A Live Stats Record Book
THE SERIES

First Meeting 1945 | Last Meeting GCC W 3-0(10/4/25)
All-Time Series GCC leads 37-3-3 | Last Thiel Win W 2-1(7/1/49)
At Thiel 0-16-1 | Current Streak GCC W2
At Grove City 0-18-1 | Longest Thiel Streak W2 (1949-50)
First Meeting GCC W 3-0(7/1/47) | Longest Grove City Streak W17 (2006-22)

BALANCED ATTACK -- Thiel has scored sev-
en goals through the past three games ...
Three of the seven goals were assisted by

four different Tomcats.

STRAUSS ON THE ATTACK -- Mitchell Strauss
continues to provide an offensive spark ...
He leads Thiel with three goals and one as-
sist for seven points ... Strauss has taken 34

shots with 16 SOG (.471).

KUSHONA2 MAKING AN IMPACT -- Junior
defender Joey Kushon remains one of
Thiel's top contributors with three points
on one goal and one assist ... He has one
game-winning goal for their win at Pitt-
Bradford ... Freshman Peyton Kushon has
four points on the year, recording two

goals vs. Hilbert and Carlow.

2026 THIEL MEN’S SOCCER

PITCH POINTS

BUDZIAK BETWEEN THE POSTS -- Sophomore
goalkeeper Dylan Budziak has started all
seven matches and has recorded 30 saves
(.789) on the season ... He had a season

high nine saves af Muskingum.

TOMCATS ON FIRE -- Besides Strauss and
Kushon, Thiel has had three other goal scor-
ers fo start the season; Bryce Bobich, Alex
Ciambella and Evan Haas ... Haas confrib-
uted a game-winning goal in their Hilbert

win.

The Tomcats have six assists on nine of their
goals; Mitchell Strauss, Joey Kushon, Grant
Becker, Quinn Norris, Ryder Nowland, Der-

ek Thomas and Peyton Kushon.

BACK ON THE PITCH -- Thiel returns to ac-
tion on Friday, Sept. 25 to host Bethany at

7:30 p.m.




THIEL'S RECORD WHEN... ROSTER

Num Player Pos Ht Cl Hometown / H.S.
0 Dylan Budziak GK 6-2 So. Mentor, Ohio / Mentor
00 Johnny Kavelish GK 6-1 Fr. Edinboro, Pa. / General McLane
1 Bryce Stefanowicz GK 6-2 Sr. Greenville, Pa. / Greenville
2 Peyton Kushon F 5-5 Fr. Pittsburgh, Pa. / Deer Lakes
3 Bryce Bobich D 5-9 So. Plum, Pa. / Plum
4 Gus Brasington D 5-7 Fr. Edinboro, Pa. / General MclLane
b Steven Villaneuva M 5-9 Fr. Manassas, Va. / Brentsville District
7 Zack Loeser F 6-0 Sr. Long Island, N.Y. / Rocky Point
8 Grant Becker M 5-7 Sr. North Olmsted, Ohio / North Olmsted
2 Ryan Fisher F 5-9 Sr. Munhall, Pa. / Steel Valley
10 Mitchell Strauss F 5-10 Jr. Bradford, Pa. / Bradford Area
11 Ryder Nowland F 5-11 Fr. Haymarket, Va. / Gainesville
12 Joey Kushon D 5-9 Jr. Pittsburgh, Pa. / Deer Lakes
13 Ashton Redmond F 6-4 Sr. Leechburg, Pa. / Leechburg
14 Logan Cione D 5-10 Jr. Hermitage, Pa. / Hickory
15 Logan Smith D 5-10 Sr. Girard, Pa. / Girard
17 Brayden Frost D 6-1 So. Imperial, Pa. / West Allegheny
18 Micah Fortney M 5-6 So. Palmyra, Pa. / Mount Calvary Christian
19 Davis Carson D 6-0 Sr. Chesterland, Ohio / West Geauga
20 Logan Gordon M 5-6 Sr. Hermitage, Pa. / Hickory
21 Alex Ciambella D 5-9 So. East Amherst, N.Y. / Williamsville North
22 Jordan Monroe M/D 5-8 So. Lawrenceville, Pa. / Williamson
23 Brayden Kereszturi D 5-11 So. Wadsworth, Ohio / Wadsworth
24 Derek Thomas D 6-1 Sr. Poland, Ohio / Poland
25 Maxwell Kovacik F 6-0 So. Slippery Rock, Pa. / Slippery Rock Area
26 Michael Fleeson D 6-0 Jr. Bessemer, Pa. / Mohawk
27 Jeremy Parisi M 5-4 Fr. Ambherst, N.Y. / Williamsville North
28 Connor Maney M 5-9 Fr. Milesburg, Pa. / Bald Eagle
29 Colton Smith M 6-0 Fr. Medina, N.Y / Lyndonville Central
30 Rylan Piccirilli F 5-9 So. Sharpsville, Pa. / Sharpsville
31 Quinn Norris M 5-11 Fr. Warren, Pa. / Warren
32 Kyle Benson M 6-1 Sr. Roaming Shores, Ohio / Grand Vdlley
33 Evan Haas D 6-3 Fr. Sarver, Pa. / Knoch
35 Donte Aloisio F 6-5 Fr. Mercer, Pa. / Mercer
99 Jacob Coffield GK 6-1 Fr. Bethel Park, Pa. / Bethel Park
Coaching Staff

Director of Soccer / Head Coach: Zack Walters (Seventh Season)

Goalkeeping Coach: Phil George (Fifth Season)

Assistant Coach: Jordon Zajac (Fifth Season)

Assistant Coach: AJ Trobek ‘25 (Second Season)

Pronunciation Guide

0 Dylan Bud-zee-ak 30 Rylan Pitch-er-illi

00 Johnny Cav-el-ish 33 Evan Haws (Hoss)

2 Peyton Koo-shon 35 Dawn-tay Uh-low-see-00
3 Bryce Boe-bich 99 Jacob Ko-field

4 Gus Braise-ing-fon

6 Steven Vee-a-new-ava General

7

Zack Low-zher

Tedl (like the color) Tomcats

10 Mitchell Strauss (rhymes with house
11 Ryder No-lend

12 Joey Koo-Shon

14 Logan Sy-own

18 My-Kuh Fortney

21 Alex See-Am-Bella

23 Brayden Care-iz-tory

25 Maxwell Co-vas-ick

27 Jeremy Pa-ree-see

28 Connor May-Knee
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MEDIA ROSTER
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14 LOGAN CIONE 15 LOGAN SMITH
J.| D| 510 Sr.| D510
Hermitage, Pa. Girard, Pa.
Hickory Girard
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17 BRAYDEN FROST
So. | D | é1
Imperial, Pa.

West Allegheny

18 MICAH FORTNEY
So. | M| 5-6
Palmyra, Pa.

Mount Calvary Christian
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19 DAVIS CARSON
Sr.| D] é0
Chesterland, Ohio
West Geauga

20 LOGAN GORDON
S| M| 56
Hermitage, Pa.
Hickory

21 ALEX CIAMBELLA
So. | D |59
East Amherst, N.Y.
Williamsville North
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22 JORDAN MONROE
So. | M/D | 5-8
Lawrenceville, Pa.
Williamson

23 BRAYDEN KERESZTURI
So. | D | 511
Wadsworth, Ohio
Wadsworth

24 DEREK THOMAS
Sr.| D 61
Poland, Ohio

Poland

25 MAXWELL KOVACIK
So. | F| 60

Slippery Rock, Pa.

Slippery Rock Area
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26 MICHAEL FLEESON
J.| D60
Bessemer, Pa.
Mohawk

27 JEREMY PARISI
Fr.| M | 5-4
Ambherst, N.Y.

Williamsville North

28 CONNOR MANEY
Fr.| M | 59
Milesburg, Pa.
Bald Eagle

N

29 COLTON SMITH
Fr.| M| 60
Medina, N.Y.

Lyndonville Central

. THIEE |

30 RYLAN PICCIRILLI
So. | F |59
Sharpsville, Pa.
Sharpsville
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31 QUINN NORRIS
Fr. | M| 5-11
Warren, Pa.
Warren

32 KYLE BENSON
Sr. | M| 61
Roaming Shores, Ohio
Grand Valley

ZACK WALTERS
Director of Soccer

PHIL GEORGE
Goalkeeping Coach

JORDON ZAJAK
Assistant Coach

AJ TROBEK ‘25
Assistant Coach

7 Y
33 EVAN HAAS
Fr.| D | 63
Sarver, Pa.
Knoch
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35 DONTE ALOISIO
Fr.| F| 65
Mercer, Pa.

Mercer

99,

99 JACOB COFFIELD
Fr. | GK | é-1
Bethel Park, Pa.
Bethel Park




STATISTICS

2026 Thiel College Men's Soccer
Overall Statistics (as of Sep 20, 2026)

Record: Overall Home Away Neutral
All Games 3-3-1 1-2 2-1-1 0-0
Conference 0-0-1 0-0 0-0-1 0-0
Non-Conference 3-3 1-2 2-1 0-0
Date Opponent W/L Score Att. # Player GP G A PTS SH SH% SOG SOG% YC-RC GW PK-ATT
09/01/2026 at Pitt.-Bradford w 2-0 85 10 Strauss, Mitchell 7 3 1 7 34 0.088 16 0.471 0-0 1 0-0
09/05/2026 PITT.-GREENSBURG L 0-2 122 2 Kushon, Peyton 7 2 0 4 7 0.286 3 0.429 1-0 0 0-0
9/8/2026 at Muskingum L 0-3 110 12 Kushon, Joey 7 1 1 3 4 0.250 2 0.500 0-0 1 0-0
09/10/2026 BALDWIN WALLACE L 0-2 235 3 Bobich, Bryce 6 1 0 2 2 0.500 2 1.000 0-0 0 0-0
09/12/2026 HILBERT w 3-0 125 21 Ciambella, Alex 7 1 0 2 1 1.000 1 1.000 1-0 0 0-0
09/15/2026 at Westminster (PA) T 1-1 155 33 Haas, Evan 7 1 0 2 1 1.000 1 1.000 1-0 1 0-0
09/20/2026 at Carlow w 3-0 123 8 Becker, Grant 7 0 1 1 3 0.000 3 1.000 1-0 0 0-0
31 Norris, Quinn 2 0 1 1 0 0.000 0 0.000 0-0 0 0-0
Team Statistics THI OPP 11 Nowland, Ryder 6 0 1 1 4 0.000 0 0.000 0-0 0 0-0
SHOT STATISTICS 24  Thomas, Derek 7 0 1 1 5 0.000 1 0.200 0-0 0 0-0
Goals-Shot Att. 9-84 8-94 32 Benson, Kyle 1 0 0 0 0 0.000 0 0.000 0-0 0 0-0
Goals Per Game 1.29 1.14 4 Brasington, Gus 7 0 0 0 0 0.000 0 0.000 1-0 0 0-0
Shot Pct. 0.107 0.085 0 Budziak, Dylan 7 0 0 0 0 0.000 0 0.000 0-0 0 0-0
Shots on Goal-Att. 35-84 37-94 19 Carson, Davis 4 0 0 0 0 0.000 0 0.000 0-0 0 0-0
SOG Pct. 0.417 0.394 14 Cione, Logan 1 0 0 0 0 0.000 0 0.000 0-0 0 0-0
Shots/Game 12.0 13.4 9 Fisher, Ryan 5 0 0 0 2 0.000 0 0.000 1-0 0 0-0
CORNER KICKS 28 43 26 Fleeson, Michael 3 0 0 0 0 0.000 0 0.000 0-0 0 0-0
PENALTY KICKS 0-0 0-1 18  Fortney, Micah 7 0 0 0 1 0.000 0 0.000 0-0 0 0-0
PENALTIES 20 Gordon, Logan 7 0 0 0 6 0.000 1 0.167 0-0 0 0-0
Yellow Cards 7 16 23 Kereszturi, Brayden 2 0 0 0 0 0.000 0 0.000 0-0 0 0-0
Red Cards 0 1 25 Kovacik, Maxwell 5 0 0 0 2 0.000 1 0.500 0-0 0 0-0
ATTENDANCE 7 Loeser, Zack 6 0 0 0 1 0.000 0 0.000 1-0 0 0-0
Total 482 473 28 Maney, Connor 1 0 0 0 0 0.000 0 0.000 0-0 0 0-0
Dates-Avg Per Date 3/160 4/118 31 Norris, Quinn 3 0 0 0 3 0.000 1 0.333 0-0 0 0-0
Neutral Site #-Avg o/ 27 Parisi, Jeremy 7 0 0 0 1 0.000 1 1.000 0-0 0 0-0
30  Piccirilli, Rylan 7 0 O 0 2 0.000 1 0.500 0-0 0 0-0
13 Redmond, Ashton 1 0 0 0 2 0.000 1 0.500 0-0 0 0-0
15  Smith, Logan 1 0 O 0 0 0.000 0 0.000 0-0 0 0-0
Villanueva, Steven 2 0 o0 0 3 0.000 0 0.000 0-0 0 0-0
Total 7 9 6 24 84 0.107 35 0.417 7-0 3 0-0
Opponent 7 8 6 22 94 0.085 37 0.394 16-1 3 0-1
Goalie GP MIN GA GAA SAVE PCT W-L-T SHO
0 Budziak, Dylan 7 630:00 8 1.14 30 0.789 3-3-1 3/0
Total 7 630:00 8 1.14 30 0.789 3-3-1 3
Opponents 7 630:00 9 1.29 26 0.743 -- 3
Goals by Period 1st 2nd Total
Thiel 3 6 9
Opponents 5 3 8
Shots by Period 1st 2nd Total
Thiel 36 48 84
Opponents 46 48 94
Saves by Period 1st 2nd Total
Thiel 14 16 30
Opponents 12 14 26
Corners by Period 1st 2nd Total
Thiel 12 16 28
Opponents 23 20 43
Fouls by Period 1st 2nd Total
Thiel 19 40 59
Opponents 34 34 68
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RECORD TRACKER

CAREER RECORDS

ASSISTS

1. Jordan Lilley (2014-16) 14
Zachary Oliver (2015-18) 14

3. Francis Ahia (2010-12, '14) 12

3.  Mitchell Strauss (2024-Pres.) 12

4. Chad Swisher (2007-09) 11

ASSISTS PER GAME (MIN. 17 GP)

1. Mitchell Strauss (2024-Pres.) 0.35
2. Jordan Lilley (2014-16) 0.29
Dominic Walker (2015) 0.29
POINTS
1. Chad Swisher (2007-09) 59
2. Rory Duncan (2010-13) 57
3. Nikola Vasilev (2004-05) 54
4. Zachary Oliver (2015-18) 52
5. Francis Ahia (2010-12, ‘14) 48
6. Jordan Lilley (2014-16) 38
7. AJ Trobek (2022-24) 35
8 Mitchell Strauss (2024-Pres.) 32
9. Jason Kolos (2000-03) 31
Dominic Walker (2015) 31
POINTS PER GAME (MIN. 17 GP)
1. Dominic Walker (2015) 1.82
2. Nikola Vasilev (2004-05) 1.59
3. Chad Swisher (2007-09) 1.20
4. Mitchell Strauss (2024-Pres.) 1.06
5. Zachary Oliver (2015-18) 0.83
6. Rory Duncan (2010-13) 0.81
7. Jordan Lilley (2014-16) 0.79
8.  AJTrobek (2022-24) 0.76
9. Francis Ahia (2010-12, ‘14) 0.69
10. _Troy Elsea (2011-14) 0.59

AROUND THE PAC

STANDINGS

TEAM PAC OVR H A N

rove Cii 2- 4-0- 2-0- 2- -
Hiram 1-0-1 204 1-0-2 1-0-2 00
Westminster 1-0-1 322 1-0-1  2-2-1 0-0
Geneva 1-1 2-2-1 __1-0-1 1-2 0-0
Allegheny 1-1 2-5 2-1 0-4 0-0
waJ 1-1 1-3 1-1 0-2 0-0
Wayn I -1-1 222 1-2 1-0-2 -
Thiel 0-0-1__ 3-3-1 1-2 2-1-1___0-0
Chatham 0-0-1 1-3-2  0-1-1 _1-2-1 0-0
Franciscan 0-0-1  0-4-1 0-1 0-3-1 0-0
Saint Vincent  0-1 3-2 1-1 2-1 0-0
Saint Francis *  0-0 0-3 0-2 0-1 0-0
Bethany 0-2 0-5 0-2 0-3 0-0
* Ineligible for PAC Championship as SFU reclassifies to DIl

PRESEASON COACHES'’ POLL

RANK TEAM POINTS (1ST)
1 Grove City 132 (11)
2 Franciscan 120 (1)
3. Allegheny 101
4. Geneva 100
5 Saint Vincent 92
6 Waynesburg 77
Z W&J 73
8 Chatham 51
9. Hiram 43
10. Bethany 34
11. Westminster 24
12 Thiel 23

Saint Francis * -
* Ineligible f - ¢ . i

DIRECTOR OF SOCCER ZACK WALTERS

Zack Walters enters his seventh season
leading the Thiel men’s soccer program
and first season at the helm of the wom-
en's soccer program in 2026. Walters

was elevated fo Director of Soccerin
May 2026, assuming leadership of both
programs and oversight of Thiel's soccer
operations. He enters his eighth season of
collegiate coaching overall.

Wallters has spearheaded the revital-
ization of the men’s soccer program
since taking over as head coach. His
most successful season came in 2024,
when he guided the Tomcats to seven
victories, matching the second-highest
single-season win total in program history.
Thiel opened the year 5-1-1 in non-con-
ference play, marking the best non-con-
ference start in program history.

Goalkeeper Bryce Stefanowicz finished
the season with a 7-6-2 record to be-
come the first goalkeeper in program his-
tory to post a winning record. Freshman
Mitchell Strauss also established program
single-season records with eight assists
and 0.47 assists per game.

Walters has helped develop 12 All-PAC
selections during his tenure while placing
an emphasis on success in the classroom.
He has mentored 11 CSC Academic
All-District selections and guided the pro-
gram to six consecutive United Soccer
Coaches Team Academic Awards.
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Walters originally joined the Thiel men’s
soccer staff as an assistant coach in 2019
before taking over the program in 2020.
Prior to arriving at Thiel, he served as a
volunteer assistant coach at his aima
mater, Westminster College, in 2018. That
season, Walters helped the Titans cap-
ture the PAC championship and earn a
berth in the NCAA Division Il Tournament.
He also served as Director of Coaching
for LC Select from 2021-25 and holds a
U.S. Soccer “C" License.

A four-year starter and two-year captain
at Westminster from 2014-17, Walters was
a two-time All-PAC selection during his
playing career. He recorded 12 goals
and 10 assists for 34 career points and
was a member of Westminster's 2015
PAC championship team that advanced
to the NCAA Division lll Tournament.
During that championship season,
Wallters scored the game-winning goal
against No. 2 nationally ranked Thomas
More. He was later selected to the West-
minster All-Decade (2010-19) Second
Team.




